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Europe: Our Common Quest

1. Greece assumesthe Presidency of the Gouncil of the EUduring the first semester of
2014, a year of important changes and new beginnings for the European Union. Frst of all,
2014 will witnessthe gtart of a new 7-year macroeconomic programming period, under the
Multiannual Fnancial Framework for 2014-2020; secondly, it will withess he holding of
elections for a new Euilopean Parliament, in May 2014; finally, as theyear drives to its close,
the appointment of a new European Commisdon will take place, in Odober 2014, followed
by the appointment of a new EuropeanCouncil President, in November 2014.

2014 will also be marked by the midterm review of the Europe 2020 Straegy, as well asthe
continuation of the work to complete and deepenthe EMU.

TheHellenic Presidency of the EUcomes amid thesesignificant changes and beginnings. Our
duty and our goal is to see themthrough as effectively and smoothly aspossble, in order to
lay the groundwork for the years to come. At the same time, our objective will be to
promote tangble results and pragmatic solutions on the various issues on the Union@
agenda, acrossthe ten different Gouncil configurations.

2. The Hellenic Presidency comes at atime when Europe is going through a crucial
transitional phase. The financial crisis imposed the implementation of restrictive fiscal
policiesin order to overcome initial defidendes in the architecture of the EMU, safegiard
financial stabiity and gradually return to sustainable public finances. However, the extent
and intensity of the crisis, aswell as the level of recesson and unemployment that have
ensued, have shaken the confidence of an important segment of Euopean citizens in BJ
institutions and their ability to designand implement reliable, sound and growth-enhancing
economic policies aming at recovery, prospelity and high levels of employment. At the
same time, austere fiscal policies had a great effect on social cohesion, particularly in
countriesdirectly affected by the crisis.

At this important juncture, the BJQ Biggest challerge is to foster growth, competitiveness
and jobs and to enaure stability and prosperty for all; for this the EU has to reaffirm its
misgon at the hearts and minds of its citizens. In this context, the BU is caled upon today to
safeguard financial stability through the deepening of the BEMU, to boost growth-enhancing
economic policies aming to fight unemployment by, and inter dia, erhancing g/nergies
between migration and growth and to restore lendingto the economy, inparticular to SVIEs.

3. The Hellenic PresidencyQ ttention to profoundy explore ¢Europe: Our Common Questé
cannot but reflect the importance it attributes to reinvigorating the UnionQ &olidity and
solidarity, as well as its relevance to the everyday life of its citizens. Briefly, the promotion of
policies and actions for achieving growth, combating unemployment, promoting economic
and social cohesion and gructural reforms, deepening integration and completion of the
BMU, as well as addressng external challenges, including EUenlargement, formulate the
priority framework of the Hellenic Presidency.

Themain principles which will guide the work of the Hellenic Presdency canbe summarized
as bllows:

u Enhancing civic and society engagement in the EU through policies and initiatives in
resporee to the citizS y” &w€lyday problems, concerns and insecurities. Our efforts will focus
on the areas of economic recovery, employment, cohesion, mobility of EU citizens and
European security, both internal and external. The ultimate goal is the evolution of the BU
into a community of shared values and "common degtiny" for all its peoples, while presewing
and strengthening the European socialand economic model.
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u Deepening the Union, esecially the BMU, by promoting policies and actions to
remedy and regore initial deficiences in the Euro area architecture, which have been
unveiled by the recent crigs. In this context, the aim remains to preserve the integrity of the
common currengy, on a solid and sustainable basis, and to enare financial stability. BMU
deepening will take place fully respecting the Sngle Market, through a procedure open to
non-Eurozone member-states.

0] Reinforcing EUdemocratic legiimacy and accountability, along with building up the
collectivity and solidarity links among Member Sates, as well as incrementally constructing
European democracy and expanding civil rights.

4. TheHellenicPresdency haschosenthree policy areasasits main priority focus. Theseare
classifiedunder the telling titles of 1) Growth-Jols-Cohedon, 2) Integration of the EU and
the BEiurozone, and 3) Migration-Borders-Mohility.

The Presidency also intends to place particular importance on EUmaritime policies, both as
a source of growth and prosperity for the Union asa whole, including the energy sector, but
also as regads EU scurity, internal and external. Maritime policies will constitute a
thematic that will run horizontally through the PresidencyQ Eriorities.

Fnally, in woperation and coordination with the following Italian Presdency, Greece
intends for 2014 to be the éEuropean Year of the Mediterraneant.

1. Growth-Jobs-Cohesion

In a period when unemployment has reached unacaptably high rates in several EU
member-states, affecting especiallythe youth, and when recesdon is a constant threat to
European economies, growth becomes a matter of overriding importance for the Hellenic
Presidency. Growth benefits the economy and promotes social cohesion and political
stability in the Union, in a multifaceted way. Fom the PresidencyQ @erspedive, Jobs and
Growth are structurally and inextricably connected. Within this framework, the initiatives
and actions at the European level for reversing the negatve employment trends and for
boosting job creation are absolutely necessay in order to avert the danger of a gobless
growthe.

Striking the right balance between fiscal consolidation and growth-enhancing policies (in full
alignment with the Euope 2020 Srategy) is considered to be the catayys towards achieving
the necessay cohesion among national economic policies,hence among European societies.
It is such acohesbn that constitutes the laying bundation of further Euopean integration,
which isthe second priority of the Hellenicpresidency.

The main objective is to return to sustainable public financeswhile promoting jobs-creating
growth policies. Thiscould be adieved through the enhanced mplementation of the
Gompact for Growth and Jbs, a focuson employment, aswell asimproved SM9 (aéess to
finance, by, inter alia, prioritizing the implementation of the EB-Commissbn Invesment
Pan.

The European Investment Baok (HB) can have a strong role in relation to the labour-
intensive projeds (e.g. projects for SMEs, badc infrastructure, energy and climate), dso
having the support and trust of the European @&ntral Bank (E®).

The Hellenic Presidency welcomes the EIB2 new mandate to the Eiropean Investment Fund
(EIF)of up to BJR4 hillion and will support the Gommisson and the EIBin their efforts to
further enhance the ElFcapacity through an increase in its capital with a view to reaching
final agreement by May 2014.
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The Hellenic Presidency will further explore all possble ways to increase funding for the real
economy, and patrticularly for the SMEs, by promoting the discusson on the financing of
growth, including lbong-term alternative sourcesof funding.

In any cag, it would be essentialto launch the dialogue on those specifc subjea areasthat
offer high growth potential and, at the same time, job creaton, suchasinnovation, services
to firms, transport, shipping and tourism.

Theinterim evaluation of the "Europe 2020 Srategy”, which will begin at the Soring 2014
European Gouncil, lends the context and offers the opportunity for concrete initiatives. A
first, but not sufficient, step in the right direction wastaken by the EuropeanGouncil in June
2013, when Hropean leaders decided to strengthen efforts to combat youth
unemployment, and, at the same time, to endorse the joint EIBGommisdon initiative
0 &vestment Plann ¢o finance SVIEs asthe key employersin the Europeaneconomy.

2. Futher integration of EUEUrozone
Deepening the new BMU architecture, restoring financial liquidity and returning to growth
will certainly remain key priorities for the EU rotating presidendes of the coming years,
including the Hellenic one. These priorities will need to be developed in their full potential,
while respecting the integrity of the Sngle Market.

In this framework, progresson the following building blockswill be emphasized asfollows:

0] The promotion of the banking union, by the adoption of its cornerstone legidative
piece, the 9nde Resolution Mechanism Regulation, before the end to the Hiropean
ParliamentQcurrent legidature.

0] Further progressconcerning the effective implementation and further integration of
the new BUJ/Eurozone economic governance mechanisms so as to enhance synergies
between member-states in a growth- and jobs-friendly way, including by fadlitating
disaussbns on the establishment of the Partnershipsfor Growth, Jobs and Gompetitiveness.

a We will strive to lay the foundations of an ever-prosperous, well coordinated BMU,
with the right balance between solidity and olidarity. This new Eurozone would put a
definite endto the instability and uncertainty observed in particular in the éperipherys.

a Fecialemphasiswill be attached to the social dimendon of the BEMU, as one of the
pillars for its further deepening. For the first time, the social dimensionof the BMU will be
integrated inthe 2014 European Semeder cycle.

a At the same time, we will need to work towards the strengthening of aningtitutional
structure that would enaure enhanced transparency, acountability, national ownership and
credibility towards the citizens of Euope. Thisdimension entails particular importance as an
answer to the demographic and fiscal crsis of the Europeanwelfare state.

3. Migration-Borders-Mobility
Instability in the European periphery, together with the perseverance of the causesthat lead
to immigration flows into Europe, increase these flows and place an extra burden on BJ
member states, in a period of economic crisis,when all forcesand efforts should be focused
on reforms aiming at safeguarding stability and revitalizing growth. Thisburden falls mainly
on the EUmember-states that are at EuropeQ external borders, aswell ason those heavily
affeded by recession and unemployment.

In this context, the Hellenic Presidency will concertrate its efforts at highlighting the positive
agpects of a comprehensive migration management to the benefit of boosting growth and
will spare no efforts in promoting all dimensons of migration and mobility policies. At the
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same time, action is envisaged to tackle the problems arisng from illegal migration in
economy, social cohesion and political gability.

More specificaly:

Snce its launch in 2005 the Global Approach constitutes the main framework for EU policy
and action in the area of the external relations in the field of Migration and Asylm. The
renewed Glbal Approach on Migration and Mobility focuseson four operational priorities:
i) better organizing legal migration and fostering well managed mobility ii) preventing and
combating illegalmigration and eradicating trafficking in human beings iii) maximizing the
development impact of migration and mobility iv) promating international protection and
enhancing the externaldimensionof asylum.

Developing an areaof freedom, security and justice hasbeen and will continue to be a major
objective for the EU. Today that Europe is facing multi-faceted challenges, it is more than
necessary to reinforce the common Eiropean policy on the areas of lustice and Home
Affairs. Such a common policy must be founded on genuine solidarity, joint responsibility
and cooperation between member states.

Maritime Policies - A thematic that will run horizontally through the Presidency® priorities
The Seais an area of privileged knowledge and action for Greece and an inexhaudtible
source of growth and prosperity for the whole of Europe.

Being a traditionally maritime muntry, Greece acknowledges the great potential and
opportunity that marine and maritime activities hold for the BJ economy asa whole, on the
condition of sustainability. At the same time, Europe has obvious strategic interests that
justify the urge to bring to the fore and deal with security problems of sea borders
management.

In this context, Greece introduces an harizontal thematic that will run through all three of
the prestdencyQ @riorities,namely the EUMaritime Policies.

The main idea of this thematic is to redefine and re-launch the EUMaritime Policy in all its
agpects. Building upon the work of previous Presidencies and, in particular, the Cyprus
Presidency (Limassol declration) and combining it with the security dimensgon tackled in
the forthcoming Commission-EEAS Communicaton on a Hiropean Maritime Security
Strategy.

Objedive: Adoption of a text on Maritime Policies at the June 2014 Eiropean Council,
highlighting the two dimensions: security and growth, including energy.

In this ontext, the HellenicPresdencywill endeavor to promote the following actions:

1 Integrated Maritime Pdicy (IMP) in the & arine and Maritime Agenda for Growth
and Jbst. The Hellenic Presdency will work to promote the European ®mmisson
initiatives, as these are set in 6Blue Growth, opportunities for marine and maritime
sustinable growthé (the IMPQ contribution to achieving the goals set on the Europe 2020
Strateg), in continuation of the Limassol Declaration (IMP relaunch) and the GAC
Gonclusions (December 2012) in this sector (6Marine and Maritime Agenda for growth and
jobsg). Draft conclusions on IMP, expected to be adopted in Jure 2014, include referencesto
all relevant isaues, namely blue energy, aquacuture, ssabedmapping, exploitation of marine
mineral resources, blue biotechnology and environmental issues and insulaity. In the draft
text, the dimengon of intersectional and trans-border cooperation in the Sea could be
added as a priority, with special emphasison acdions to be taken for further promoting the
EuropeanGoast Guard Functions Forum (ses no.6 below).

Europe: Our Gommon Quest 8
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2. Maritime Spatial Planning. The Hellenic Presidency will play a decisve part in the
adoption of the proposed Directive by the Eiuropean Commissbn aiming at improving
maritime spatial planning and integrated coastal regons management in EUmember-states.

3. EU Maritime Transport Policy. Gven the importance of Maritime adivities in the
efforts for the recovery of the European economy and its overall contribution to EUwealth
production, our goal is to update the relevant EUstrategy on Maritime Transport until 2018,
in light of the recent international developments (Asian economA Skibabning, developments
in the maritime markets, boosting job creation in the wider maritime activities). Considering
the fact that a mid term review has been requested by the Member Sates to the
GCommission until the end of 2013 according to the Gouncil @nclusions in March 2009,
emphass is attributed to a respecive follow up regarding Gouncil Conclusions on maritime
transpart policy (mid-term review).

4, EU Strategy for the Adriatic and lonian Regon (NUSAR). In implementation of the
December 2012 ECCGonclusions ¢in whichit was decided to prepare an EUMacro-Regdonal
Strategyfor the Adriatic and lonian Regdn- preparation of the EUBAIR has been launched.
Maritime & Marine growth, Transport, Environment, and Tourism comprise the four pillars
of the EWBAR. The Gommissionis expected to adopt and present the Gommunication and
the Action Plan to the Qouncil during Soring 2014. The Hellenic Presidency considers the EU
Maao-Regon Strategy for the Adriatic and lonian Region as a priority and, in this context,
will organize a Sakeholder Conference to promote it.

5. Maritime Seaurity Strategy (MSS). The preparations for a joint Eiropean
Commission/ High Repesentative Gommunication on elementsfor an EU Maritime Searity
Strategy are underway (to be presented by early in 2014). Thejoint Communication is
expected to addressboth internal as well as external agpects of EU maritime security and
promote global solutions in dealing with maritime security challenges of European concern;
in this context, all BJ and member-statesCcagpabilities shouldbe fully exploited and relevant
coordination should be sought. An actual EU Maritime Security Stategy is expected to be
adopted during the Helenic Presicency (June 2014 European Gouncil).

6. Gooperation of Goast Guard functions. Our goal is the introduction of the issue to
the Gouncil Conclusions presented for Integrated Maritime Pdicy. During the European
Qoast Guard Functions Foum 2012-2013, under Hellenic Chairmanchip, the adopted
Qonclusions of the 5™ Plenary stressed the need for better cooperation in thisfield.

7. Maritime and Coastal Taurism. The European ©mmission is preparihg a
Communication to set up an EU Strategyon Maritime and Goastal Tourism. The Hellenic
Presidency will promote all initiativeson this field by, among other actions, organizing a High
Level Gonference on Maritime and Coastal Tourism.

8. Seaborne Migration. It constitutes a sensitve isaue, due to its obvious importance
for European security. Our goal is to promote this issue, inter alia, in the framework of the
third priority of the Hellenic Presicency (Migration, Borders, Mobility).

Europe: Our Gommon Quest 9



Programme of the Hellenic Presidency
of the Council of the European Union

CGouncil Configurations

The Goundl of the Euopean Union brings together the Ministers of the 28 EU Member
Sates. It convenes under ten different configurations, each responsible for one of the palicy
areas under EUcompetence.

CGeneral Affairs Council (GAQ

In its General Affairs configuration, the Gounal deals with dossers that affect more than one
of the Union's palicies, such as negatiations on EUenlargement, preparation of the Union's
multi-annual budgetary perspective or institutional and administrative issues. It co-ordinates
the preparation for and follow-up to meetings of the Eurogean Coundl. It also exercises a
role in coordinating work on different policy areas carried out by the CGoundl's other
configurations, and handes any dosser entrustedto it by the EuropeanCoundl.

Givenits role of coordination and generaloversight of EUpolicies, the General Affairs Goundl
configuration brings together the Ministers of Foreign or Euroan Union Affairs of the BU
Member Sates on amonthly basis.

Growth and Jdbs

With unemployment at a record high and the fragile economic recovery, we need to pursue
our efforts for ensuiing sustainable recovery and dability.  Growth is a prerequisite for
responding to todayQ amost presshg issue, unemployment. The present level of
unemployment iseconomicallyand socialy not sustainable.

TheEU2020 Strategy, the @mpact for Growth and Jbs adopted at the European Council of
Jure 2012, the 2013-2020 MHA- and the Economic Governance embedded into the European
Semester constitute a privileged framework for promoting Growth, Jobs and Cohesin. The
Hellenic Presidency is determined to pursue the accomplishment of our common goals
whichwill be closely monitored by our Heads of Governmentsand Stae.

The Hellenic Presidency will spare no effort in pursuing the objedive of further BJ
deepening for appropriately responding to the present crisissituation. We are determined
to avoid the risk of undermining our achievements, so far, in the Euopean unification
processand the overriding riskof destabilization, due to the economic crisis. Recovery can
only be robust and sustinable if it encompassesall M-S.

Financing of the real economy is an overarchingobjective. During the 1% Semester 2014, the
Hellenic Presidency will monitor the implementation of the Jint Initiative of the European
GCommission and EIB,presented to our Headsof Governments and Stae at the ECof June
2013, on financing the SVIES(SMEs Initiative) and further exploit solutions included therein.
Theimplementation of thisinitiative cansubstantially promote Growth andJobs.

We will further pursue our work, within the Gouncil, on the Long Term Fnancing of the
European Economy which could benefit both SVIEs and infrastructure projects, in close
cooperation with the European Commission and EIB.

In the course of the 1% semester, we will proceed to the stocktaking of Europe 2020
Headline Targets. The full midterm review will be accomplished during the second semeger.
It will prepare the ground for better focusing EU policies on Growth, Jbs and
Competitivenessobjectives.

Closemonitoring of the implementation of the Gompact of Growth and Jobs, as agreed in
Jure 2012, will be pursued asa major tool for re-launching growth, investment, employment
aswell asfor making Europe more competitive. The Hellenic Presidency will spare no effort
on enarring that the potential of the Compact is fully exploited by keeping under regular
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review the accomplishment of the targets included therein. All policies, relevant to Growth
and Jobs, will be further promoted, namely, deepening the Sngle Market, the Digital Shge
Market, the Enegy Market, the Euppean Research Area, Innovation, Investments for
Growth and External Trade.

Recentcrisishas clealy demonstrated the need for closer coordination of economic policies
of M-Sembedded into the Euppean Semester whichtakes place at the first semester of the
year. Thisallows for the ex ante -not ex post - diagnosis of imbalances that might have a
negative spillover effect on the economies of other M-S.  Stictural adjustments in key
sectors promoting Growth, Employment, GCompetitivenessand Cohesion will play a pivotal
role inEuropeanSemeger 2014.

The positive steps for deepening our cooperation, for regponding to the crisissituation and
for preventing that such aphenomenon is reproduced, need to be adjusted by the social
parameter. It is now pressing to focusinto the social implications of the crisis. The social
dimengon will be integrated, from now onwards, into the European Semester for better
understanding social developments, in connection with the necessay fiscalconsolidation.

We need to protect European citizS y & dits, thBlJundamental right to work, and the
European social model. The implementation of the Youth Employment Initiative, the
improvement of mechanisms that allow surveillance, as well as restoring distortions in the
labor market, in conjunction with structural reforms, create favorable conditions for a
proper functioning of the market and the creation of jobs. Moreover, the Hellenic
Presidency will focuson policies promoting social justice, aswell as combating poverty and
socialexclusion.

Cohesion Policy / Regional Policy

In the wake of the ongoing economic recesson in Euiope and as member states which
experienced a persktent crisisare stiving to return to growth, hesion policy assumes

another importance: It has become a key instrument in supporting the main aims of

Strategy Hrope 2020 towards achieving a balancedand decentralized development that will

eliminate regonal disparitiesand promote interregional cooperation in the BU.

Under the circumstances, Euope must initiate the debate for an ambitious and integrated
European Development Plan, designed so as to absorb the consequences of the crisisand
enable the creation of sustainable jobs, accordingto Srategy 2020.

The Hellenic Presidency will devote its efforts in making the implementation of the
framework of the legishtive packageof Coheson Pdicy aseffedive aspossible.

Thedecisbn to hold an Informal Meeting with the participation of Ministers in charge of the
Gohesion Pdicy (April 2014) signalsthe priority we attachto this policy and the contribution
of this policy to fighting recesson and unemployment. The Hellenic Presdency wishes for
this meeting to be an actual workshop where Member-Satea (uestions regarding
provisions of the new regulation can be addressed. ThecommissionQ &ontribution will be
essential as useful directions will be given for the quick and effident implementation of the
new programs aacording to the new regulation.

Maao-regional strategies under European Territorial @operation will also be brought in the
spotlight, as the Presidency is co-organizing, together with the Commissbn, a Gonference to
form astrategy for the Adriatic-lonian Maao-region, in Féoruary 2014.

European Senester

EU has taken significant steps to enhance economic policy coordination and surveillance
within the Union. In this respect, the European Semester, an annual cycle of EU level
coordination, hasbeen launchedin January 2011. Having recogrnized the importance of this
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coordinating process, the Hellenic Presidency will work to ensure the smooth operation of
the 4th BEiuropean Semester 2014, also ercouraging a further involvement of National
Parliaments.

The European Semester integrates the multilateral fiscal and maaoeconomic surveillance
with the implementation of policiesthat foster smart, austainable and inclusive jobs-creating
growth in the EU,in line with the June 2010 "Euope 2020". The aim is to prevent future
crisesand to deal effectively with the current one. The European Semester processhasbeen
charaderized by enhanced centralmonitoring and oversight over member-statespolicies.

Sgnificant progress has been adhieved in the structural / growth-enhancing pillar of the
European Smester, in thematic areas such as competitiveness, employment, health and
social policy, towards meeting the "Euope 2020" SrategyQ Beadline targets. The Eiuropean
Qouncil is responsible for steering the implementation of both the dEurope 2020¢ Strategy
and the June 2012 Compact for Growth and Jbs, through the European Senester process.

The coordination that takes place in the mntext of the European Semeder is also an
important step towardsthe EU htegration and the BEMU deepening.

During the 4th European Senester 2014, the European Gouncil will examine the first
CommissionQ &assessnent (November 2013) of the implementation of country-specific
recommendations (C$s) by Hirozone Member Sates at the stage of national budgeta Q
drafting and before their submission to national parliamentary debae (acording to the
"two pack' legislaton, entered into force on 15.10.2013). The relevant CommisdonQ a
Opinions are included in the so called Annual Growth Survey Packageor Autumn Economic
Governance Package.

Moreover, the opening of the debate on the interim evaluation of the 'Eirope 2020
Strategy has enteredthe agenda of the Soring European @uncil (March2014).

Delivering on the December 2013 Eiropean CouncilQ &onclusions to strengthen national
ownership in the implementation of the C$ss, the Hellenic Presidency will work to promote
the shared analyds of the economic situation in the BJ Member Stdes, and the euro areain
particular. We will also spare no efforts to advance the Social Dimenson of EMU on the basis
of Sociallndicators and Scoreboard analyzedin the Jint Employment Report, published by
the Gommisson asananrex to the Annual Growth Suvey 2014.

The objectives of the European Semeder 2014 Roadmap, presented in the General Affairs
Gouncil on November 19, 2013, are to enaure that al relevant Gouncil formations (ECOFN,
BPS®, COMPET, ENVRONMENT, EDUCATION, JHA) work in a coordinated and consigent
manner towards a thorough preparation of the March and Jure European Gouncils and to
enable the General Affairs Gouncil to oversee the process, taking into acount the time
constraints set by the European eéctions and the Gommissior@term limits.

The Hellenic Presidency will enaure that the Annual Gowth SQurvey@ priorities and guidance
will be disausd extensively in the Gouncil formations during January and February, and will
prepare, in cooperation with the Commisgon, a Synthesis Reprt to be submitted to the
March European Gouncil. The last one has been dedicated, since 2000, to debaes on isdies
relating to growth, employment and competitiveness.

In April, the disausdon will focus on the Stabilty or Gonvergence Programmes (under the
Stability and Growth Pact) and the National Reform Programmes (inthe context of the
Integrated Guidelines for the implementation of the "Euope 2020 " Strategy). Furthermore,
during the same period, the Commisson, on the basis of din depth reviews, will conclude
whether imbalances, and potentially excessve imbalances, exist and put forward the
appropriate policy recommendations. The Alert Mechanism Report 2014, also included in
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the Annual Growth Survey package has alreadyidentified the m-s for which further analysis
(in the form of an in-depth review) is deemed necessaryin order to decide wheher an
imbalancein need of policy action exists.

In the 4th European Semester 2014, the Gommission will alsoprovide a first overview of the
implementation of CSRs amss Member Sates. The relevant document, that also
accompanies the annual Growth Survey 2014, will form the basis for closer bilateral
cooperation between the Commisgon and m-s, pior to the C$a &loption.

The Hellenic Presidency looks forward to constructive cooperation between the Commisgon
and m-s at all tagesof the process, to strengthen national ownership of reformsin m-s.

TheCSRsral a specfic Recommendation for Eurozone asa whole will be publishedafter the
EuropeanParliament Hections of 22nd -25th May 2014, in order to be endorsed by the June
2014 EuropeanCouncil and be formally adopted in July by the ECCHN.

Enlargement

Enlargement hasbeen a sucoessstory for the Euiopean Union and Eiurope asa whole. It has
helped to overcome the divison of Europe and contributed to peace and stabilty
throughout the continent. Today, at a time when the European Union faces major
challenges, the enlamgement process continues to play a key role and allows the EU tobe
better positionedto address globalkhallengesand pursue itsstrategicinterests.

At the same time, the prospect of accession drives political and economic reforms,
transforms societies, mnsolidates the rule of law and creaes new opportunities for citizens
and businessin those European countries who want to become part of an ever closer union
among the peoples of Europe, built on shared values and principles, induding respectfor
fundamental rights, functioning of democratic institutions basedon rule of law, commitment
to regional cooperation and good neighbourly relations.

Theacaesdon processtoday is more rigorous and comprehensive than inthe past, reflecting
the evolution of BJ polices as well as lessons learned from previous enlargements. In
acordance with the renewed consensus on enlargement of December 2006, the processis
built on strict but fair conditionality at all stages of the negotiations, with progresstowards
membership dependent on the steps taken by each ountry to meet the established criteria
and the respective resultsand with each country being judged on its own merits.

In this context, the Hellenic Presidency is willing and committed to continue the ongoing
aca@sson negotiations.

As regaids Montenego, the launch of accession negotiations marked the opening of a new
stageon its path to the BJ. Folowing the conclusion of the screening processand building
further on the progress made, the Hellenic Presidency is determined to support Montenegro
in order to adiieve significant progress in the accessbon negotiations, provided that all
necessary conditions have been met.

Greece intends to encourage Turkey to continue reforms, in order to be able to maintain the
momentum in the accession negotiations, created with the opening of a fourteenth chapter.
Furthermore, the Presidency will engage in efforts to bring tangible resuts, in aceordance
with the established procedures, in TurkeyQ &legotiating Framework and relevant Council
Gonclusions.

The Presidency will enaure that the enlargement agenda in the Western Bdkans remains
high among its priorities. The 9 | Or@&quivocal commitment to the European perspective of
the Western Békansremains essential for the stability, reconciliation and future of the
region. A clear perspective of EUmembershipfor all Western Balkancountries, granted at
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the Thessdoniki ummit of 2003, is subject to the fulfilment of the necessay cnditions,
including those of the Sabilisation and Association Process, which remains the common
framework for EUrelationswith the Western Bdkansuntil accesson.

The Hellenic Presidency is determined to contribute to the promotion of meaaures aimed at
boosting growth, competitiveness and employment in the region, while promoting its
Europeanintegration.

The Hellenic Presidency stands ready to implement the European CounO A decsan to open
acesson negotiations with Sebia and to contribute to the decisive advancement of these
negotiations.

The Presidency is determined to contribute to the momentum of enlagement in the
Wegdern Balkans and support the advancement of the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina to the next stage of their respecive BJ
paths, according to their own merits and based on conditionality and the established
procedures.

Non EUWestern Europe

The presidency will work toward promoting 9 | @fforts for closer cooperation with the
ERVEFTAstates. Efforts should be stepped up to incorporate outstanding internal market
legislaton in Norway and Icelard, to opening negotiations in the EEAon a new agreement
foreseeing progressive liberalization of agricultural trade and to open negotiations for the
renewal of the EEA Fancial Mechanism. Negotiations with Switzerland are expected to be
launched and conducted in an expeditious manner for an institutional framework agreement
to replace the burdensome framework of the existing bilateral agreements. Also for the
small states, the Principality of Andorra, the Principality of Monaco and the Republic of San
Marino, options for their participation in the BU Internal Market should be disaussedfurther
with the aimto reach anagreement.

Integrated Maritime Policy (IMP)

Being a traditionally maritime country, with more than 13.500 km of coastline and about
2.500 islands, Greece attributes great importance to sea-related adivities and isues
Indeed, as aleady mentioned, marine and maritime policies will constitute a horizontal
thematic that will run through and inform all other HellenicPresidency priorities.

In this context, the Presidency will seek the adoption of General Affairs Council Gonclusions
on Integrated Maritime Pdicy. The EUIMP is an important tool in meeting the objectives of
Europe20 Strategy. The marine and maritime agenda for growth and jobs endorsed in
Limassol in Cctober 2012 is an important step towards the further development and
implementation of this innovative cross-cutting policy. Our objective is to further develop
and acentuate the marine, maritime and seadimension in all other sectoral policiesof the
EU.

As already mentioned @ove (page 13), the promotion of insularity will be of particular
interest. Also, within the IMP framework, the Presdency will pursue the initiation and
completion of negotiations with the European Parliament on the Proposalfor a Directive for
the Egablishment of a Framework regarding Maritime Spatial Planning and Integrated
CGoastalManagement.

Gyber Security

Cyber Scurity is an important component of Euope@ Common Searity and Defence Policy
and an isaue of increasng international interest. Critical infrastructures ¢ranging from
banking and finance, power grids, transportation and telecommunications networks, up to
national defence and security¢ are howadaysheavily dependent on the use of Information
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Tednologies. The contemporary threats thatexist in cyber space should be confronted
through the cooperation of all sectors of society (public, private, government, academia), in
both a proadive as well as a reacive way. Whatever the adion taken, it requires the
implementation of interoperable technologiesand procedures.

Acninst this baclkground and in order to highlight the importance of the issue, the Hellenic
Presgdency intends to conduct specifc and tailor-made inter-ministerial adivities which will
cover both the strategic-conceptualand the operational-tactical levelsof this domain.

Nuclear Safety

Greece recognizes the importance of nuclear safety and supports the initiatives and actions
taken towards its strengthening at both international and European level. The Presidency
supports the Eiuropean Gommission legidative initiative for the revison of the Eiropean
Directive on Nuclear Safety, takinginto account lessons leamed from the Fukushima nuclear
acctent and the findings of the stress tests performed in the European nuclear power
plants. The priority of the Presdency in this field is the adoption by the Gouncil of the
Amendment of the Nuclear Safety Directive 71/ 2009.

Institutional Issues

Thereform of the GeneralCourt, and specificdly the increase of the number of judgesin the
GeneralCourt, remains a top concern for the Hellenic Presidency. Most controversial issues
that remain to be solved are those related to the exact number of dadditionak judges and
the system of appointment.

Given the recent failure to achieve an agreement, the Hellenic Presidency intends to
reintroduce the Couriis@ontribution as presented in June 2013 by the President of the Gourt
at COREPERmeeting. Any possble modification of this proposal could be the subject of a
compromise proposal to be prepared by the Hellenic Presidency, with the aim of finally
reachinganagreement.

The Gourt is expected to present by the end of this year the amendments of the rules of
procedure of the General Court and the Qvil Service Tribunal. We intend to initiate
disaussbns on these proposals witha view to arriving to their adoption, at the level of the
CounO A iotRigg group, by the end of our Presidency.

Furthermore, the Hellenic Presidency attaches great importance to the proposed Regilation
on the statute and funding of European Pditical Parties and Foundations and will strive for
possble conclusion of the file until the end of the current legishtive term.

Fnally, upon completion by the Lithuanian Presidency of the review of the EEAS mandate
and the evaluation of its achievements during itsfirst term of operation sihce the entry into
force of the Lisbon Treaty in 2009, the Hellenic Presidency will encourage further work on
enhancingits efficiency and effectiveness.
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Foreign Affairs Council (FAQ

The Faeign Affairs Goundl (FAC)is responsible for the EUs external action, ranging from
foreign policy and defence to trade, development cooperation and humanitarian aid. It
definesand implements the EUs foreign and seaurity policy on the basis of the guidelines set
by the Europan Caundl. Together with the High Repesentative of the Union for Faeign
Affairs and Security Policy, the Coundl ensures the unity, consistency and effectivenessof the
Union's external adion.

Depending on its agenda, the Goundl comprises the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Defense,
Trade, Development of the 28 EU Member Sates. As a general rule, the Foreign Affairs
Goundl conveneson a monthly basis.

Accading to the Lisbon Treaty, the Foreign Affairs Goundl (induding the Defense and
Develgoment Ministers configurations) is presidedby the High Representaive of the Union
for Faeign Affairs and Security Policy, who is thus responsible for the Caunch fpgbéties, as
these have been defined in the 18-month Tro Programme of the Irish, Lithuanian and
Hellenic Presidancies. TheHellenic Presidancy intends to cooperate closely both with the High
Repesenative and the European Extenal Action Service (EEAS), sas to ensure the effective
and consistentimplemenrtation of the E  xdmmon foreign and security poicy.

GCommon Foreign and Security Policy

At the outset of her mandate, the High Regesentative se three priorities for the EUR
common foreign policy: a) the establishment of the Eiropean Exernal Adion Srvice, b) the
promotion of democracy, stabilty and prosperity with EuropS Chaighbours, and c) building
strong and strategic partnerships with existing and emerging global players. Thesethree
priorities will continue to guide EUaction during the Hellenic Presidency, thus ensuring the
consigency and coherence of BJ foreign policy.

In this context, Greece will place particular importance on the Union@ continuing assistace
to the countries of the Middle Eastand North Africa, some of them undergoing a delicae
transition process, and on strengthening the Union's cooperation with regiona
organizations and initiatives, most notably with the League of Arab Sttes, in view of the
third Ministerial meeting between the two organizations, expected to take place during the
HellenicPresidency.

Greece also attaches great importance to the Union's strategic partnership withAfrica. It will
contribute o0 asto further enhance and expand the BU-Africa dialogue and cooperation at
all kewels, in view of the BU-Africa Summit scleduled to take place during the Hellenic
Presidency, in April 2014, in Bussels.

Another area of particular importance for Greece is maintaining the Union's central role in
the Wegtern Bdkans, where the European perspective keepson actingasa catalyst for both
domestic reform and regional cooperation. Greece will continue to support the ongoing
Dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina and its implementation, as faditated by the High
Repregentative.

Of specialinterest to Greece is also the deepening of the Union's engagement with its
StrategicPartners, inparticular the US Rusg&, aswell as Cina, inview of the BJ-China 2020
Strategic Plan for Gooperation. Goperation with India, Jpan and Souh Korea is also
deemedimportant. Rdationswith Australia and New Zealand will also be further enhanced.

In the field of international terrorism, and in acwmrdance with the four pillars of the
European Union@ GCounter-Terrorian Stategy (prevention, protedion, pursuit and

Foreign Affairs Council 16


http://www.consilium.europa.eu/policies/council-configurations/foreign-affairs/high-representative-of-the-union-for-foreign-affairs-and-security-policy?lang=en
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/policies/council-configurations/foreign-affairs/high-representative-of-the-union-for-foreign-affairs-and-security-policy?lang=en

Programme of the Hellenic Presidency
of the Council of the European Union

response), Greece will seek substantial progress inthe fields of: 1) prevention and
combating of radicalization and recruitment, and 2) fight against terrorism financing.

Gommon Security and Defence Policy

Greece supports the further development of the Common Security and Defence Policy
(C®P). In this context, Greece underlines the need to strengthen the 9 | @é&dibility and
effectiveness as a global actor and a security provider. This can be achieved through the
enhancement of the EUR unique comprehensive ability to address secuiity challenges, as
well asto prevent and manage crises.It also stresses the need to enhance the devdopment
of the EUR cgpabilities, both civilian and military, asthey underpin the EUR ability to act as
a security provider. To sustain EuropeQ &apabilities, it remains crucial to have a more
integrated, sustanable, innovative and competitive European Defence Technological and
Industrial Bese (EDTIB).

Greece attadhes particular importance to the enhancement of the effectiveness, visibility
and impact of CDP. In this context, it highlights the need for further enhancing the EU
military rapid response capabilities, including the BJ Battlegoups. In this context, it will
actively contribute to the work on addressng all agectsrelated to the use of the EUBG;,
including the relevant financial aspets.

Greece underlines the importance of improving the 9 | @Mility to respond to emergng
security challenges, placing a specialfocus on Maritime Searity Strategy, which is included
in the horizontal thematic that will run through the Hellenic PresdencyQ griorities, namely
octhe EU Maritime Pdiciest. Building on the successiul efforts of the Cypriot and Irish
Presidencies and following the relevant December 2013 European Council Gonclusions, the
Hellenic Presidency intends to actively contribute to the elaboration of an BJ Maritime
Searity Strategy,to be adopted by dune 2014, on the bass of elements provided by a Joint
Communication from the EuropeanGommission and the High Representative.

Greece emphasizes the need to develop CDP support to border management as part of a
wider and more joined-up EUapproachto help third states and regons better manage their
borders.

In this vein, Greece will work towards a holistic and in-depth analysis of all agects of
Qustainability in Defense (SD). It will focus on the factors that may affect sustainability,
including climate change and its implications, estimation of life cycle, interaction of pillars of
sustkinable and green devdopment (especially environment, society and emnomy),
environmental protection and preservation, and, finally, energy efficiency and security, as
well ascost effectiveness.

As far as Sace Pdicy is concerned, emphads will be put on space situation awarenes,
space law and the utilization of space assets and space products, both by military and non-
military users, in the framework of CSOP.

The Hellenic Presidercy underlines the importance of continuing to strengthen the ties
between CDP and Feedom/Sewrity/Jwtice (FS) adors, 0 as to foster a greater
understanding of respective objectives and ermsure mutual benefits. This will,inter alia, help
us all to cope with important horizontal isaues, such as illegal migration, organized crime
and terrorism.

In the field of civilian crigs management, Greece will work towards further improving the
planning, conduct and support of civiian CDP missons. Theimplementation of the
roadmap on improving avilian C®P management is quite important in this regard.
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Trahing and education are instrumental in improving the visibility of CDP, as well as
promoting a common security and defense culture. Greece supports the respective role of
the European Searity and Defense College. The BUJ Initiative for the exchange of young
cadets inspired by Erasmus, launchedin 2008, is a fundamental contribution to this common
culture andwe believe it should be revitalized.

The development of the 9 | @apabilities is an essential factor for the realization of the
UnionQ full potential asa security provider. The role of the European Defense Agency, which
Greece grongly supports, isvery important in this context. Greece intends to build on the
relevant December 2013 European Gouncil Gonclusions, with a focus on RPAS, Cyber and
FacePdicy isaues.

With regard to EuopS Qdefense industry, Greece underlines the need to strengthen
EuropeQ &efense Technological and Industrial Base, so as to ensure BUQ strategic
autonomy, as well as operational effectiveness and security of supply, whilst stimulating
jobs, innovation and growth aciossthe EU. Geece gives particular emphasison cross-border
market accessfor SVIEs, which areanimportant element in thedefense supply chain.

European Neighbourhood Pdicy

One of the key priorities of the Hellenic Presidency is the further enhancement of the
dialogue and cooperation between the EUand the Southern Mediterranean countries in the
framework of the Southern Dimension of the European Neighbourhood Pdicy (BNP);
supporting these countriesCefforts towardsboth the consolidation of democratic institutions
and their socio-economic devedopment remains high on the Hellenic PresdencyQ agenda.
Greece will offer its full support to the Presdent of the European Gouncil, the European
GCommission, the EEASind the EU. $ecial Representative for the Southern Mediterranean
region to accomplishthese objectives.

The promotion of the political transition processand socio-economic development, through
the new & artnershipfor Democracy and Shared Prospertyé, initiated by the EUon March
2011 in the framework of a novel and ambitious BNP, offers mutual benefits and wiill
contribute further to a wide range of political, economic and social reforms in the
Mediterranean partner countries. This willhave a direct positive impact on the EU,since the
developments takingplace in the countries of its Suthern Neighbourhood are not strictly
regional, having implications of strategic importance for the broader euro-mediterranean
space in economic (trade, enegy, migration), political (security, stability) and social (human
rights, gender, culture, youth) terms.

Greece believes that time is necessary for the transition process to produce sustanable
resultsand, although it can prove more complicated than expected, the EUshould maintain
a high level of commitment in its relations with its Mediterranean partners. In order to be
effective, we shouldtake into consideration developmentson the ground.

Given the complex and fragile situation in the region, Greece will seek to, at the very leag,
maintain the current distribution of funding between the two dimensions of the ENP in the
initial allocations for the next programming period. Any deaeasein funding for Southern
Mediterranean partner countries would be perceived as a change in BJ policy towards our
Southern Neighbours and would be in contradiction with the relevant commitments taken
two yearsago. It remains esential that funding dedsions continue to be primarily based on
objective crteria and that some form of fixed range defines the percentage of Eiropean
Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI) bilaeral funding.

The Presidency will duly focus on the further development and strengthening of the Union
for the Mediterranean (UfM). It is the objective of Greece to see this unique and inclusive
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forum to act as a catalyst for democratic transition and socio-economic development in the
wider area of the Mediterranean, through the consistent implementation of concrete
projects, bringing tangible benefitsfor the peoplesof the region.

Greece will work to sustain the EUR engagement in the Eatern Partnership (E&P), which
constitutes a specific dimension of the European Neighbourhood Policy, with a view to
assistng the efforts of intereted partners towards political association and e@nomic
integration. The peaceful settlement of the conflicts in Transnistria (Moldova), Abkhaza and
South Ossetia (Georgia) and Nagorno-Karabakh (Armenia/ Azerbajan) remain high on the

9 | Mpétical egenda.

Gommon Trade Policy

Trade is a key driver for economic growth, competitiveness and job creation. Trade
liberalization is a basic tool for the achievement of Europe2020Q@ objectives of smart,
inclusive and sustainable growth.

EUtrade policy should focus on trade liberalizaion of goods, services and invesment, on
the protection of intellecual property rights, the enhancement of Market Aacess Strategy, a
more reciprocal approach on public procurement policy between the EUand its partners, a
dismantling of trade barriers and an unrestricted trade of raw materials and enery.
Furthermore, the EU should always consider the special needs of the SMEs, asthe main
economic operators in many member states. Yd, because of their small size, they inevitably
lackopportunities inorder to succesgully compete in third countriesCinarkets.

On foreign trade policy, bilateral stategic and regonal cooperation negotiations will
continue to be among the 9 | fr& line priorities. The Hellenic Presidency will continue to
support the negotiation and delivery of balanced trade and investment agreements between
the EU and third countries. Deep and Gomprehensive Trade and E®nomic Partnership
Ageements congtitute instruments able to advance economic integration and regulatory
convergence, thus contributing to the creation of a positive business environment.
Enhancing 9 | €aile relations is crucial for boosting much needed growth and employment,
in our efforts to overcome the current economic crisis.

In this context, our neighbouring wuntries in the Mediterranean and Eagern Eirope, aswell
as in he Caucasus andCentral Asiaare our priority interlocutors.

The Presidency will aim at the opening or advancement of negotiations on the conclusion of
Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreements (D.CFT.As)with seleded Southern
Mediterranean Partners (Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, Tunisia) on the basis of the negotiating
directivesadopted by the Gouncil inDecember 2011 (FEA.C/ Trade Gonclusions, 14/2/2011).

Particular importance is attributed to a deeper understanding and cooperation, including
through free trade and investment talks, with major economic partners suchas USA,
Canada, &pan, Rusi, India and China.

More specifcaly, Greece will place, during its Presidency of the EU, a special focus on the
EUUStrade relationship, with the aim of advancing the negotiations on a new generation
Transatlntic Trade and Invesment Ageement, that can serve asa model of a 21% century
Fee Trade Ageement. The Hellenic Presicency will also place special focus on the
finalization of the conclusion of the negotiations on the Comprehensve Economic and Trade
Ageement with Canada.

Furthermore, during the Hellenic Presidency, the BJ will seek to advance the BJ-China
relationship, in view of the BU-China 2020 Strategic Plan for Gooperation, with a focus on
achieving progressin the Geographical Indications Agreement, investment protection and
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market acess. Grece will alsoseek to advance the Fee Trade Agreement negotiations with
Japan, egecially in light of the review clause in the negotiations, which is to be as®ssed
during the first semester of 2014.

Enhanced cooperation with ACP members, Latin American and Asian countries also
constitute amajor intered for the BJ.

Increagd protection of Hiropean high-quality agricultural products will remain an BJ
priority as far asthe whole range of trade negotiations is concerned, since it is closely linked
to the structural adjustment of European agriculture, as well as the successul aacess of
traditional EU hgh added-value food productsto international markets.

The Hellenic Presidency would also like to highlight the maritime agect of trade policy.
Sedorne trade constitutes90 percent of total trade between the EU andhird countriesand
40 percent of intra-BJ trade, thus making it a determining factor of BJ economic growth and
prosperty and a guarantor of the smooth flow of Europeanimports and exports worldwide.
Bearng all these in mind, the Presidency will work to enaure that all EUtrade agreements
with third countries contain standard articleson maritime transport and on the liberalization
of maritime services inparticular.

Furthermore, the EU remains committed to the W¢ h (ndltilateral rulesbased trading
system and the fight against protectionist tendendes worldwide. The Hellenic Presidency
will support the ongoing work regading the DDA process, with a view to setting up the
conditions for a future ambitious progress, on the basis of the singe undertaking principle.
Our straegy should alsotake into consideration the specialrole of emerging economies. Big
influential economies, like China, Brazl or India, should be enmuraged to upgrade their
involvement in the multilateral process.

Fnally, the Presdency will support the follow-up of the ongoing process regarding the
modernization of EU trade defense instruments and the conclusion of the legislaive
procedure for a Requlation of the European Parliament and of the Gouncil concerning the
exerciee of the Union's rights for the application and enforcement of international trade
rules, as well asfor the Regulation for the financial respnsiility for investor/ state dispute
settlement. Presidency will also follow the smooth implementation of the Generalied
Sysem of Preferencea (B3°) new rulesthat are coming into force at the begnning of 2014.

Development Policy

The Hellenic Presidency will continue efforts to address key issues related to the shaping of
the post-2015 development agenda. The Presidency will take stock of progress achieved in
relevant UN processes and other relevant international fora and seek to promote a
constructive BJ contribution to all ongoing processes, with the aim of supporting their
convergenceinto a coherent, single overarching post-2015 framework.

At the start of the EUs multiannual financial framework for the period 2014-2020 and in
light of preparations for the post-2015 agenda, the Hellenic Presdency will focus on the role
of the private ctor in devdopment. Modalities will be explored for supporting private
sector development in partner countries, aswell asengaging more adively with the private
sector to tackle the challenges of eradicating poverty and boogting inclusive and sustanable
growth.

In line with the "Agenda for Change", the "Straegic Framework on Human Rghts and
Democracy' and its Action Plan, the Hellenic Presidency will focus on promoting a rights-
based approach to development cooperation, encompassig all human rights, in view of
integrating this approachinto EUoperational adivitiesfor development cooperation.
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Takinginto account that 2015 will be a pivotal year for development, the Hellenic Presidency
will negotiate on behalf of the Council to reachagreement with the European Parliament on
a Commissbn Proposal for a Decison aimed at declarng 2015 the European Year of
Development.

In the context of the Gotonou partnership between the EUand the African, Caribbean and
Pacific (ACP) states, he Hellenic Presidency will conclude the legislatve work in the BJ
Gouncil and pursue all necessaryinstitutional preparations so as to prepae the ground for
the rapid implementation of the 11th EuropeanDevelopment Fund (EDF).

The Hellenic Presidency will also continue the discussons on promoting Private Sector
Development in ACPcountries that remains a top priority of the EUdevelopment policy. In
this regpect, the Helenic Presdency will seek to give further impetus to the ongoing
disaussbns, with a view to setting a more efficient Private Sector Development framework
for the AQP countries.

Further to the grong relation between security and deveopment, adoption of the BU
triennial adion plan (2014-2016) for the African Peace Facility will be among the first
priorities of the Hellenic Presidency in January-February 2014. As far asthe V(Vulnerability)-
FLEXMechanism is concerned, Greece will asset the Commission in its initiative so as to
allow for the creation of a new shock absorption mechanism combining the FLEX (Anrex |1 of
the Gotonou Agreement) and the current V-AHLEX Mechanism.

The integration of V-FLEXnto the operational development context is regarded as highly
important with a view to strengthening resilierce in the most vulnerable countries. In the
light of the above, the new methodological parameters of V-FHLEXwill contribute to a more
comprehensive approach towards copying with the challenges of climate change and food
security.

The Hellenic Presidency will closely follow the progress of the negotiations between the BJ
and the regional ACPsub-groups aimingat concluding mmprehensve Economic Partnership
Ageements (EPAs) at regional level. The Hellenic Presidency endorses the BPAs main
objectives that are poverty reduction, sustainable economic and social development and the
smooth and gradual integration of AQP countriesinto the world economy.

The Hellenic Presidency attachesgreat importance to Article 13 (migration) of the Gotonou
Ageement aswell asto the processof the ACP-BUJ dialogue on migration and devedopment.
It, thus, supports the strengthening of the aforesaid process and the efforts of both Parties
to implement the recommendationsthat have been agreed yon.

TheHellenic Presidency will continue the reflection on the Post-Cotonou (Post-2020) era and
make efforts to stimulate the EU internal process on this matter. Last but not least, the
Hellenic Presidency will be co-chairing the ACP-BJ Jint Committee of Ambassalors (ICA
and the ACP-EU Jint Gouncil of Ministers (JOM) that examine the current topics of the ACP-
EU partnershp. The Hellenic Presidency will also welcome the 27th ACP-EU Jint
Parliamentary Assembly (JPA)to be held in Stasboug, France (17-19 March 2014).

Humanitarian Aid

The Hellenic Presdency will focus on further strengthening coordination within the BJ, in
order to ensure that EU humanitarian assgtance to man-made emergenciesand natural
disasters is delivered in the most efficient, effective and timely manner possble.
Strengthened coordination will be based on a common asgssment of humanitarian needs
and gaps in the international response to humanitarian crises,enabling Member Stakes and
the Gommission to make better informed decigons regading their bilateral and BJ
humanitarian assstance. A common analyss of obstaclesto the efficient delivery of aid will
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be included in joint messaging vis-t-vis third parties, with the objective of stronger EU
humanitarian advocacy. To this end, the Presidency will continue the Trio efforts to support,
as appropriate, the work of other Council preparaory bodies. The Hellenic Presidency will
also support efforts at UN level to strengthen and reform the international humanitarian
system through the Transformative Agenda.

The Hellenic Presidercy will further promote the linkages between humanitarian and
development assstance. The chronic nature of vulnerability and the increasng frequency,
severity and magnitude of natural and man-made disasters, suchasin the caseof the Syran
crisis,demongtrate the urgent need for a coherent and joint approach by both humanitarian
and development actors, so as to reduce and manage humanitarian risks more effectively
and diminish the overall need for humanitarian assistance. Pdicy work on disaster risk
reduction, resilience, transition, preparedness, capacty building, as well asthe opportunities
offered by the private sector in implementing innovative approaches, will be central to the
agenda of the HellenicPresidency.

Goncerning the specific initiatives and areasof work:

The Hellenic Presidency will enaure the initial stages for the successil implementation of
the Regllation establishing the European Voluntary Humanitarian Aid Gorps ¢ EU Aid
Volunteers, given that the ordinary legislatve procedure hasjust been concluded under the
Lithuanian Presidency. Furthermore, and in cooperation with the European Parliament and
the Commisson, the Presdency will organize a conferencein Brussels,in order to assessthe
needs of implementing partners (sending and hosting organizations) with respect to
deployment of volunteers,cgpacty building and technical assistace.

The Hellenic Presidency intends rendering COHAFAQ disaussbns more strategic oriented and
outcome-based, through common messagng on key topics of humanitarian crisesin the
respecive countries, which could be taken up by other Council preparatory bodies when
preparing Council Gonclusions.

Gontributing to the reslience agenda, the Hellenic Presdency will follow up the
implementation of the CommissionAction Plan for Resiliencein QrisisProne Countries 2013-
2020. In coordination with the Council Development Cooperation Working Party (GODEV),
COHAR will support the implementation of the Action Plan at all levels, including a joint
informal COHARY CODEV meeting in Athens (dune 2014) for reinforcing, in particular, the
links between humanitarian and development programs.
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Economic and Fnancial Affairs Gounci (ECOHN)

TheEconomic and Fnandal Affairs Coundl, commonly krown as the Ecofin Gouncil, is one of
the oldest Goundl configurations. It is composed of the Economics and Fhane Ministers of
the Member Sates, as well as Budget Ministers wren budgetary issues are discussed,and
meeson amonthly basis.

Thefirst signs of gradud recovery of the European economy are now visble, following the
coordinated efforts of the EUand the undertaking of initiatives towards the strengthening of
coordination of the member statea @conomic and fisca poalicies. Further progress in
structural reforms, elimination of market fragmentation, as well as safeguarding the banking
secta, will contribute to afaster economicrecovery.

Greece,asuuming the Presidency of the ECOHN Gounadl, will work towards further deepening
of the BMU and strengthening of coordination of national economic and fiscal policies, in
order to preserve theintegrity of the common currency and promate the necesary growth-
enhanang reforms.

Promoting the Banking Union will constitute the main objective of the Hellenic Presidency,
which will contribute to restoring finandal stability, improving the functioning of the internal
market and strengthening public confidence in the finandal system. Theestablishment of an
effective 9ngle Resoltion Mecharism (SRM) will break the vicious circle between bank debt
and public debt and will effectivelyshield the European financial system.

In the same context, the Hellenic Presidency will focus attention on how to grengthen the
sacial dimension of the BEMU, which constitutes one of the keypillars for integration in the
Eur@ore. Egecially under the curent circunmstances, with persistent high unempbyment
and recession inseveral Member Sates, systematic monitoring of the sacial and labour
market situation may significartly contribute towards the planning of the appropriate
economicpolicies and the disaussbn on the future of BMU.

At the sametime, the Hellenic Presicency will engage in disaussions regarding the finandng
of the ecanomy by particularly focusing on thefacilitation of SMEs acaessto liquidity, aiming
to boost sudainable growth and to aeate new jobs.

Finally, the Hellenic Presdency will work on the effective and thorough preparation of the
G20 Ministers and Certral Bank Governora Keetings within the EC®IN Cauncil.

Deepening of the EMU:Mordination of E@nomic Policiesand Social Dimension

The crisisin the economic and financial sector highlighted deficiercies and asymmetries of
the BM| Qachitecture, while it demonstrated a high degree of interdependence between
the EUeconomies.

The promotion of the banking union and the strengthening of economic policy coordination
acioss the EU are expected to contribute to addressng these problems, aswell as
stimulating growth and employment.

The Hellenic Preddency will focus its efforts to achieving progress on the ex-ante
coordination of economic reforms. It will also endeavour to facilitate discussions on setting
up & artnerships for Growth, Jobs and Gompetitiveness¢, which will provide incentives to
promote structural reforms and invesment in growth and job-enhancing policies in the
Member Sates.

Besdes the necessary coordination in the macroeconomic and fiscd fields, highlighting the
social dimension of the BMU will be an issue of utmost importance for the Hellenic
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Presidency, given that it constitut es a key pillar for the deepening of the BEMU as agreed by
the BEuropeanleadersin December.

Banking Union

Gompleting the banking union is a prerequisite for strengthening trust, eliminating market
fragmentation and increa@g liquidity in the Euopean economy, aswell asthe safeguarding
of financialstability in Europe.

Folowing the final agreement recently reached by the legislabrs on the Deposit Guarantee
Sheme Directive and the Bank Recovery and Resolution Diredive, the Hellenic Presidency
will seek further progress in the development of a new architecture for the European
framework of financialsupervision.

In the areaof bank resolution, following the general approachreached by the Gouncil on the
Snge Resolution Mechanism, which will be the cornerstone of the Banking Uhion, the
Hellenic Presidency will carry out trilogues, with the aim to conclude negotiations with the
European Parliament within the current parliamentary term. A fruitful co-operation both
with the Gouncil and the Eiropean Parliament will be of an utmost importance to a
successfutompletion of this dosger.

Fnally, the Presidency will provide for a smooth transition to the new institutional
framework for banking supervision, enauring that the new Sngle Qupervisory Mechanism for
creditinstitutionswill be put into operation asfrom autumn 2014.

European Senester

The BEuropean Semester, which is being implemented since 2011 and is based on the
provisions of the Sability and Growth Pact, constitutes the cornerstone of the enhanced EU
framework for the integrated @ordination and suveillance of the member-stated €onomic
and fiscalpolicies.

The recent introduction of the two Regilations on economic governance (twog¢ pack) has
enriched the European Semester procedures leading to a more integrated and coherent
approachfor the evaluation of the member-statS d&&nomic policies.

In this context, the Hellenic Presidency will seek to effectively manage the fourth European
Semester, in order to ensure the credibility of the process and the systematic evaluation of
reforms in EUMember Sates.

Long ¢ term financing of the economy

Fnancing of the Ewopean economy has been based to a large extent on bank funding.
During the financial crisis, longterm bank funding has been significantly decreased. This,
consequently, leads to the need to explore, inter alia, alternative financing sources for the
businesses.

Within this framework, the Hellenic Presidency intends to promote dialogue, based on
follow-up acions to the Green Paper on long ¢ term financing that the European
Gommission is planning to propose in relation to the long-term financing of the economy
and V19 &a@ilitation of accessto financing.

In parallel,the Presidercy will give impetus to disaussions for the financing of growth, on the
basis of the recommendations of the High Level ExpertGroup, which were proposed
followingthe invitation by the informal April 2013 ECOAN Muncil.

In the same context and following the joint initiative of the European Gommission and the
European Investment Bank (EIB) for the financing of economy and, in particular, the
facilitation of access to financing for SMEs (Small and Medium-Szed Enteprises), the
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Presidency will assst the ECGHN Gouncil in monitoring the development of financing toals,
aimingat enhancing sudainable growth and promoting the creation of new jobs.

Fnally, the Hellenic Presidency will foster progress on the Longterm Investment Funds
Regilation that relatesto the financing of infrastructure projectsand SMEs.

Rebrm of the financial sector supervisory framework

The work of the Hellenic Presdency will aim to revise the regulatory framework for the
supervision of the financial sector, in order to strengthen trust and increaseliquidity in the
Europeaneconomy.

The Hellenic Presidency will contribute to a more secure and competitive European
payments market, through promoting the revision of the legal framework for payment
sewices, which will allow for lower charges, transparency and increased faciities for the
benefit of consumers.

Promoting the creation of an EU Snge Market on bank aacounts will generate multiple
benefits for consumers. In this respect, the Helenic Presdency will work with the aim of
adoption of the Proposal br a Directive on the comparability of fees related to payment
acounts, payment account switching and access topayment accounts with basic features
(PAD Directive).

At the same time, the Hellenic Presidencywill also work to reach an agreement within the
Gouncil on the updated framework for combating money laundering and terrorig financing.

In the area of capital markets, the Presidency will give emphasisto the completion of work
on legislatve proposals,relating to the reform of capital markets supervision (Markets in
Fnancial Instruments- MiAHD/ MiAR), as well as to the promotion of disaussons on the
bendchmarking legislatve proposd, which provides sufficient protection for both consumers
and investors.

Regading the insurance sector, the Hellenic Presdency will work on promoting
coordination, transparency and supervision of the private and ocaupational insurance sector,
and its selling practices, through the integration and implementation of relevant supervisory
frameworks.

Taxation

The Hellenic Presidency will draw guidance from the efforts of previous Presidencies to
develop fairer tax systems, reinforce the fight against tax fraud and tax evasion and, in
relation to third countries, promote the exchange of best practices, avoid harmful tax
practices and exploit the full benefitsof the internalmarket.

In this context, the Helenic Presidency will effectively work towards a political agreement on
the Directive of Administrative Cooperation for the extension of automatic exchaage of
information in early 2014 and pursue the adoption of the revised savings taxation Directive
by March 2014. It will also take forward the work concerning the Directive on a Common
Gonsolidated Gorporate Tax Baseand the amendment of Parent-Qubsidiary Directive.

In the areaof indirect taxation, the Presidency will progressdisaussions on the Directive on
VAT Treatment of Vouchers, aswell asthe Directive on a Sandardized VAT Return, in order
to smplify the VAT system and reduce the cost for enterprisesand tax adminigtrations. The
Directive on Hnancial Transacton Tax, through enhanced cooperation, will be further
progressed, asto ensure that the financial sector makesa fair contribution to the costs of
the crisis.

Finally, the Presidencywill focuson revising the Directive on Taxaion of Energy Products.
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The annual EUBudget for 2014

The Hellenic Presidency will aim at enauring the smooth execution of the 2014 budget, on
the basisof the principle of sound financial management, establishing the guidelinesfor the
2015 budget, by taking into account the need for realistic estimates, granting adisdcharge to
the European Commission in respect of the 2012 budget execution and further elaborating
and evaluating the future revision of own resources system, in order to ensure both
continuity in the timely and smooth financing of BJQ policies and its maximum contribution
to the protection of the E  ©2economic intereds.

EURepresentation in the G20

The Hellenic Presidency will work on the effective and thorough preparation of the G20
Ministers and CGentral Bank GovernorsQMeetings within the ECOMRN Gouncil. The Hellenic
Presidency will contribute to the formulation of the 9 | @o#nmon position on &0 priority
isales, such as economic growth and job creaion, financing of long-term investments and
tax transparency.

Economic & Financial Affairs Council 26



Programme of the Hellenic Presidency
of the Council of the European Union

Justice and Home Affairs Gouncil (HA)

The Justice and Home Affairs Goundl (JHA brings together the pstice and home affairs
Ministers of the BJ Member Sates approximately every other month. The Goundl sets
palitica directions and ensires the develogpment and implementation of BJ cooperation and
common policiesin cross-borderissiesin the area offreedom, security and justice.

Justice and Home Affairs has been the sector mostly affected by the entry in force of the
Lisbon Treaty. The Caundl plays a keyrole in protecting the interests and needs of EUcitizens
and other EUresidants.

One of the Hellenic Presdence Qraain priorities will be concentrating on future develgments
in the area of freedbm, security and justice. The Presidency intends to work intensivey, in
cooperation with the European Cammission and in consultation with the Europan
Parliament, towards shaping the strategic objectives and general EU policy guidelines for
legislative and operational planning for the period succeading the Sockholm Programme.
The Presidency aspires to have these post-Sockholm Srategic Guidelines presentedand
adoped at the June 2014 EuropeanCoundl.

2013 was despnated as the European Year of Citizens. Based on the experience from the
activities organized throughout 2013 and having assessed the cadusions drawn from them,
the Presidency, in cooperation with Euopean Union bodes and civil socety organizations,
will support every further attempt at awarenessraising and informing of EU citizens,
particularly among the youth, on the rights and obligations deriving from the status of the
EUcitizen, thus strengthening the senseof belonging to a common Eurogan space for EU
citizens.

JUSTICE

In the justice sector, the Presidency will adively contribute to the progressof measuresand
initiatives within the concept of Jwstice for Growth and is committed to making progress on
data prmotection and on initiativesin the areaof criminal law.

Justicefor growth

Modernizing the 9 | (ndolvency rules to fadlitate the survival and recovery of viable
businesses and present a second chance for entrepreneurs has been identified as a key
action to improve the functioning of the internal market. In this concept, particular attention
will be paid to concluding work on the revision of the Insolvency Regulation with the
desireble aim to reachafinal agreement.

Greece expects to make significant progresson the Regulation creatinga European Acount
Preservation Order, with a view to possible adoption of the Regilation. The proposalaimsto
enmourage more cross-border business activity within the EU by reducing the risks
as®ociated with suchactivity.

Further, the Presidency recognizes the importance of the proposal for a Common Eiropean
Sales Law. It is undergood that the objective of this legislaton is to promote the
harmonization of an essential part of civil law in the European Union aiming towards a more
efficient operation of the internal market and free movement of goods. The Presdency,
having regard of the difficulties identified at the examination of this instrument, will
continue negatiationsof the proposal.

Data Protection

In the field of Data Protection, the Greek Presidancy hasset asa main priority the systematic
continuation of discusdons on the legislaive package of data protection. Taking under
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consideration the works of the European Parliament, the Presidency will seek progress on
disaussbns aimedtowards a political approac.

Criminal Law

In the field of criminal law, the Hellenic Presidency expectsto make significant progress on
the proposed Directive on the fight againg fraud to the UnionQ financial interests by means
of climinal bw, with the aim to possbly reach a inal agreement. The objective of the
proposal is to strengthen the prevention and fight against fraud and other illegal actiities
affecting the Union@ financial interests by defining aiminal offences andsanctions.

The Presdency will work intensively on the Proposal of a Directive on the protection of the
euro and other currendes against counterfeiting by criminal law, with a view to possble
adoption of the Directive. The aim of the proposalis to increasethe protection of the euro
and other airrencies against counterfeiting by requiring Member Sates to put in place
stronger, more harmonized investigative, judicial and reseach measuresto thisend.

The Presidency will ek substantial progress on the package of legisldive measues to
enhance the institutional aspectsof protecting the UnionQ financial interests, which consids
of the proposal for a Reulation on the estaldishment of the European Public Prosecutor@
Office, and the proposal for a Regilation on the reform of the European Union Agency for
Criminal Justice Gooperation (GEUrojuste).

The Proposal on the egablishment of a European Public ProsecuoNXXGifice aims to
introduce for the first time anentity whichwill have the powers and the resources necessary
to investigate, prosecute and bring cases of fraud and other illegal activities affecting the
financial interegs of the Union, whether national or cross-border, to courts. Furthermore,
the reform of Hirojust aims at overcoming the deficiencies in the implementation of its
current framework and thereby improving its overall functioning and becoming more
operational.

Fundamental Rghts and Gtizendhip

EUacesgon to the European Convention of Human Rghts remains a high priority for the
Hellenic Presidency. We will continue disaussions on the EU internal rules relating to the
implementation of the accesson agreement in the BJ internal order. We expect from the
Commission to put forward a comprehenrsive proposalin this respect assoon aspossble.

We will continue discussons on racism and xenophobia, following the presentation by the
Commission by the end of January of its report on the implementation of the framework-
decisbn 2009/913/HA. The Presidency will organize a conference on combating hate crime
by the end of April in Thessaloniki.

We will initiate discusgons on the follow-up by the Gouncil of the joint FRA-Presidency
conference on violence against women to be held inBrusselson the 5™ March.

We are prepared to continue discussbns on a more systematic FREMPQ #@volvement in BU
human rights policy, including the coherence between the internal and the external
dimengons of EUpolicy.

HOMEAFRAIRS

In the areaof home affairs, specialemphasis willbe placedon the issuies of migration, both
legal and illegal, border surveillance, as well as visa and asyum policies, in line with the
Hellenic PresdencyQ dnain priorities. Futhermore, attention will be paid to police and
cugoms cooperation among Member Sates.
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Asylum, Migration and Mobility

The precarious environment in the immediae vicinity of Europe, coupled with the
persigence, in third countries, of the root causes of migration flows towards the EU, drive
up the pressure exerted to the Union at a time of economic crisisand reform efforts, when
all resources should be directed at achieving stability and development. The consequences
of this pressue are felt with greater intensity by the Member Sates at the external borders
of the BU, particularly the ones neighbouring the Mediterranean, and those already afflicted
by deep recesson and high unemployment.

In this context, the Hellenic Presidency will promote the implementation of the Common
European Asylum System, with particular emphasison measures to strengthen lidarity to
those member-states whose asylum systems are under particular presaure, with respectto
the obligations arisng from international treaties and EU law and in cooperation with
relevant EU Agencies and international organizations. Respet and protection of the
fundamental rights of asylums seekers and persons in need of international protection will
be at the top of relevart initiatives.

Snce mobility is a term broader than migration, it is necessay to link the external dimenson
of migration with interrelated policies suchas visa policies (facilitation agreements, visa
dialogues and national policies of BJ member stateson long term stay, revision of the Visa
Code), strategic partnerships, EU competitiveness and a common migration policy, capable
of contributing to the implementation of the Euiope 2020 Agenda.

The renewed EU Global Approach to Migration and Mobility conditutes the policy
framework for the BJ and serves for the dialogue and aoperation with non-EUcountries. In
line with the pillars of thS 9 Gldbal Approach and taking into account the resultsand
suggestions of the relevant implementation report, expected to be submitted by the
Commission, the Presidency will maintain the efforts for an efficient cooperation with third
countries on all the dimensions and aspects of migration and asylum policy. The Presidency
will focuson the evaluation of the renewed Global Approacdh.

EWROSUR Application and Border Gontrol

The Presidency will make every effort to enhance the operational cgpabilities of Member
Sates and further promote the operational cooperation among Member Sates at the
UnionQ éxternalborders.

Folowing the adoption and enty into force of the Regilation concerning the European
Border Qurveillance System (BURCBUR), Greece will labour to facilitate all necessaryactions
for its smooth and hamonized implementation. The Presidency will particularly ek further
progress in the implementation phase by all Member Stateswith obligation to establish
National Goordination Genters.

Moreover, Greece will constructively cooperate with all Union bodies to seek common
understanding and progress on the proposal for a Regulation for the establishment of rules
for the surveillance of the external bordersduring FronteE Qoént Operations.

Visa Policy

The Presidency will work to advance negotiations on the expected proposal by the
Commission on the revision of the VisaGode, as well as similar proposalsthat might be
tabled. At the same time the Presidency will try to promote the ongoing visa dialogues with
third countries andto conclude pending and new VisaFacilitation Ageements.
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Legal Migration and Integration

In the field of legal migration, the Hellenic Presidency intends to promote the on-going
legislatve work, with the express prrpose of completing it.

To this end, the Presidency will work intensively in order to achieve political agreement on
the proposal for Directive concerning the entry and residence of third country nationals in
the framework of intra-corporate transfer.

The Presidency also aims at advancing the disassions and seeking an agreement on the
proposal for a directive on the entry and resdence of third country nationals for the
purposes of research, gudies, pupil exchange, remunerated and unremunerated training,
voluntary service and aupairing.

Fnally, as regads integration, the Presidency will promote the disaussbn on revisiting the
GCommon BasicPrinciples in the light of new developments and challenges in the post -
Sockholm period.

lllegal Immigration

One of the PresidencyQ goriorities will be to continue to promote awareness and
international cooperation for combating illegal immigration, under the principles of
Europeansolidarity and burden andresponsibility sharing.

In this context, the Helenic Presidency will seek to work towardsupdating the "BJ Adion on
Migratory Pressures - A Srategic Reponse" plachg emphasison measurestackling illegal
immigration, focusing on readmission and return, fighting human trafficking and building
institutional capadty for border management, in cooperation with third countries of origin
and transit of migratory flows, for the bendfit of all member-states. Fair sharing of burdens
and cooperation of member states and EU institutions in effecting, notably, a
comprehensive returns policy, is considered of utmostimportance.

Europe of Safety

Improving the environment of security and free movement throughout the Union by
protecting crucial infrastructures from terrorist or other threats will also form a priority of
the Hellenic Presidency. The Presdency intends to support actions inthe framework of
combating terrorism, organized crime, trafficking and smugding that will arrive at enhanced
cooperation and training of the relevant Member Satesagendes.

Moreover, the Presdency willpromote the revision of the EUstrategy referring to the fight
against radicalzation and recrutment of terrorists and will continue the examination of the
developments concerning the phenomenon of foreign fighters and its impact on the safkety
of EU Addtionally, the Presidency will examine the strengthening of border security in
relation to the threat posed by terrorism.

Law Enforcement Gooperation and Training

The Preddency intends to support any actions that will enhance common training programs
of law enforcement agencies within the framework of combating terrorism or organized
crime, with special emphasis on facilitation of illegal immigration, trafficking and drug
smugding. Particular attention will also be paid to the collection and exchange of
information between the relevant authoritiesof the UnionQ lllember Sates.

The Presidency also intends to further promote the discussbn on the proposal for a
Regilation concerning the European Union Agency for Law Enforcement QGooperation and
Trahing (Euopol), with the purpose of achieving conclusion of discussbns at working party
level.
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Fnally it is the PresdencyQ intention to initiate and promote disaussions with the purpose
of adopting a Guidelines text that will form the bads for the operation of Sngle Points of
Gontact (POCs)within the member-states, that the Gommission is promoting as a nodal
point for the processng and transmission of all incoming and outgoing requests for law
enforcement cooperation. Thefunctioning of Pdice and Qustoms (ontact Centres (PCCG),
their interaction with SROCsand their cooperation with third countries will also be dealt by
the Presidency.

Qustoms Gooperation

The Hellenic Presidency will focuson the EUPolicy Gycle priorities 2014-2017 for organized
and serious crime by implementing the 7" Action Plan of the GOWP. During the Hellenic
Presidency, strategic and tactical objectives will be revised according to the BJ Policy cycle
Multi Annual StategicPlans (MASPs) and Operational Annual Plans (OAPS.

The Hellenic Presidency will promote cooperation amongst customs administrations of EU
Member Sates, as well as between customs authorities and other law enforcement
agencieshy coordinating bint Operations under the auspicesof GCONP.
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Enployment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Affairs Coundl (BPSCO)

The Employment, Social Policy, Health and Gnsumer Affairs (B°PS30) Goundl is composed of
empbyment, social protection, consumer protection, health and equal opportunities
ministers, who meet around four timesa year. Ministers will meet twice during the Hellenic
Presidency, in March and June 2014.

At a time whenempbyment issueshave became so pressing in Europe, the revamping of BJ
goverrance structures is esential so as to ensure the effective nonitoring and
implementation of EU reform commitments. The Europe 2020 Srategy and the European
Semester process have set empbyment policy at the heart of EU activities. TheEPS0O
Goundl has a central role in this process, through coordinating, monitoring and providing
guidance in the elaboration and implementation of empbyment policy by the Member
Sates.

Recognizing that good health is a prerequisite for economic growth, the Hellenic Presidancy
will prioritize the progression of a number of important legislative proposds in the areas of
public health, phamaceuticas and medica devices. Inaddition, the Presidency will work
towards promoting sucessfully implemented initiatives and cooperation between Member
Satestowards more effective halth systems and better health.

EMPLOYMENT AND SOQAL POLICY

European Senester

The 4th BEuropean Semester has to addressthe economic and social challenges we are

facing today. The HellenicPresdency will focuson the following:

o Degpening the political dialogue on the Scial Dimension of the BEMU. The adoption of
the new 6social sareboardé represents considerable progress.The strengthening of the
SocialDimendgon will contribute to the smooth functioning of the euro area and to the
reconciliation of European citizens with the Eiuropean Project. The Hellenic Presidency
will encourage stronger coordination between economic policies and employment and
socialpolicies, aswell asthe reinforcement of the role of socialpartners.

e  TheHBPSCOof March 2014 will focuson the preparation of the Soring European Council,
particularly through the Xint Employment Report and the Social Soreboard. The
General fproachon Employment Guidelineswill be alsoagreed.

e The BPSCOof Jure 2014, on the basis of the evaluation of the National Rgorm
Programmes, will approve the 2014 Gountry-specific recommendations on Member
state'semployment andsocial policies.

Promoting Employment and Particularly Youth Employment

The Hellenic Presidency will focus on promoting initiatives to enhance employment. In this
context, priority will be given to speeding up the implementation of the ¢ itiative for Youth
Employmenii na well as monitoring the implementation of the {Youth Quaranteen @
Progress in this field will be reviewed by the Jue BPSCO. In order to facilitate work
experience- a key asset for the smooth transition of young people from sdool to working
life- we will adopt a Recammendation that would set the Quality Framework for
Traneeships.

In order to improve the employment of the workforce, we will encourage geographical
mobility. Special attention will be given to reaching agreement on a GeneralApproach on
the Reyulation re-establishing EURES.
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We are determined to adopt and finalise negotiations with the European Parliament on the
Directive concerning the posting of workers. We are also committed to reaching agreement
for a decision of the European Parliament and of the Gouncil on the Cooperation between
Public Employment Services.

Foecial emphads will be placed on combating undeclared work. To this end, gppropriate
initiatives will be taken for the timely adoption of the Decision on the undeclared work
Patform.

Moreover, the Hellenic Presidencywill place emphasison the promotion of the Program for
Employment and Social Innovation (EaSland the PRGGRES#®icrofinance Faciity, aiming at
the retention and creation of jobs through the dewelopment of SMEs md socia
entrepreneurship.

Social Protection

Enhancing the social dimenson of BMU under the Hellenic Presidercy includes the
promotion of policies on active inclusion. We will place emphadss on social investment,
social innovation, children and young people. Our goal is to enrich the aenda with
substantive social issues such as creating adequate and sustanable social protection systems
and enauring the minimum safety nets in order to addressemerging social phenomenasuch
as mpulation aging, unemployment, undeclared work and poverty.

Sodal Dialogue

The current social and labour situation requires, more than ever, in close cooperation with
the social partners, the enhancement of social dimension that will strengthen Employment,
SocialIncluson and Protection. In this context, strengthening social didogue and adive
involvement of the social partners in the planning and implementation of reforms is a
necessary condition. The Hellenic Presidency will work towards the adoption of a Proposal
for aDecision of the Gouncil with aview to strengthening the Y&orial SImmitQ Q ®

Making use of the results of the European Saial Dialogue, the Hellenic Presidency will
enaure the adoption of the Council Decisbn 0 that the Framework Ageement of the
EuropeanSocialPartners on working time in inland waterways might be implemented.

A strong social dialogue is a prerequisite for effectively addresshg complex challenges such
asthe restructuring of enterprises.During the next semester, this issue will be disaussed on
the European agenda, while the Communicaion of the Eiropean Commissbn on "Socal
Dialogue and Business Restructuring” is expeded. This Communication will help to address
the issuein a socialy and economicaly responsible and sustanable way.

Gender Eguality, equal opportunitiesand fight against discrimination

In the fight against discimination the Hellenic Presidency will continue the examination of
the Proposal for a Directive on equal treatment, irrespecive of religion or belief, disability,
age or sexual orientation, and the Proposal for a Directive on improving the gender balance
of the Boards of companieslisted on stock exchanges.

Equality between women and men is a fundamental value of the Eiropean Union and a
prerequisite for cial equality and economic growth. The Hellenic Presidency will
concertrate on highlighting the need for womS y @j&al participation in the labour market,
on strengthening the protection of fundamental womenQ #ghts, pladng a special emphads
on gender-basedviolence.

More specificdly, as a follow-up to the Beijing Platform for Action, Greece will be focusing
on the critical areaof &Women and the Economyé. Following the preparation of a Report, in
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cooperation with the European Institute for Gender Equality (HGE) and the European
Commission, aiming at the development of new indicators in relation to women®
employment, the Presidency will be preparing draft conclusions on éPromoting women@
economic rights and independence, including acess to employment, appropriate working
conditions and control over economic resourcest, in order for them to be adopted by the
BEPSCOCouncil in June 2014. The initiative will be framed around the Euope 2020 Straegy
and will be building on the work already undertaken by the previous Presidencies. It could
alsobe complemented by the paralleland indeperdent work that EIGE is doing on collecting
dataon good practice on female entrepreneurship.

As far asgender mainstreaming is concerned,the Presidencywill strive to ensure continued
cooperation between Member Sates and the European Gommisson. In this context, a
meeting of the High-Level Group on Gerder Mainstreaming will be hosted in Athens in
February 2014.

As far as violence against women is concerned, a High Lewel Pditical Conference, jointly
organized by the Euiopean Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) and the Presidency
will take place in Brusses, in March 2014, entitled dViolence against women in the EU:from
childhood to adulthood¢. The Gonference will launch theresults of the biggest ever violence
against women aurvey inthe EU.

In addition, a European Gonference entitled dWomen and ICE, organized by the Presidency,
will take place in Athers, in April 2014. The Conference aims at the advancement of women
and girls in the critical field of information and communication technologies, as a
prerequisite for coming up against female uinemployment.

Fnally, the Hellenic Preddency intends to cooperate with the Eiropean External Action
Serviceand the European Commission in coordinating the UnionQ gresence and position at
the 58" Sessin of the UN Commission on the Stus of Women, scheduled to take place in
New York, in March 2014.

HEALTH AND CONSUMERAFFRAIRS

Hedth Policy

The Hellenic Presidency is committed to making substantial progress on the proposalson
medical devices and in-vitro diagnostic devices. Theaim of the two proposalsis to provide a
legislatve framework for the manufacture and pladng on the market of medical devicesand
in-vitro diagnostic devices, while ensuring a high kvel of health protection. The
establishment of trust between consumers/users, health personnel and economic operators
is of paramount importance for widespread use, unimpeded ciraulation and encouragement
of innovation of medical devices. Improvements in medical technology can also boost the
9 | 9dabal competitiveness and create jobs, while reducing healthcae costs and enhancing
the efficiency of hedthcare.

TheHellenic Presidency remains committed to significantly progress with the ultimate aim of
finalizing the legishtive proposal for a Regulation on fees payable for pharmaaovigilance
activities. This proposal aims at providing the Eiropean Medicines Agency with adequate
means in relation to the cnduct of such adivities, as foreseen in the pharmaceutical
legislaton introducedin 2012.

The Hellenic Presdency will also seek progress on the transparency Directive, which will
substitute Directive 89/105/EC.Thisproposal aims at enauring transparency on pricing and
reimbursement, improving acessto innovative medicinal products and facilitating the entry
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into the market of generic medicines and encouraging researchand development of the EU
pharmaceutical sector.

Consdous of the current economic situation and its impact on health and health systems,
the Hellenic Presdency will focuson the sustanability of health systems. The Presdencywill
foster the adoption of Gouncil @nclusions on the Eumopean hedth systems response to
financial constraints and the lessons leamed during the past years, with the aim of
identifying best practices and highlighting the key elements of an ideal package of policy
measuesto overcome the crisis andlevelop arecovery model.

Migration and public health will constitute one of the main priorities of the Hellenic
Presidency, aiming at raising awarenesson the impact of migration on hedth and health
systems and highlighting the positive agects of the enhanced cooperation of the BJ
Member Sates on this common public health challenge.

The Hellenic Presdency intends to place special attention on innovation in the health secor
and e-health solutions contributing to the sustanability and efficiency of health systems.
Greece will host the e-Health Foum 2014 aiming to drive the Digital Agenda forward and
promote policy dialogue and international cooperation towardsthe deployment of concrete
solutions and high quality e-health services that can substantialy reshape healthcare
systems, empower citizens, foster economic growth and create employment opportunities
during these challenging times. In this context, the Hellenic Presidency will also host the
second High-Level e-Health Expets Gonference on EuropeanPriorities.

Fnally, in the fight against non communicable diseases, the Presidency will host a High-Level
Gonference on nutrition and physical actiity. Building on the input of the Gonference, the
Presidency intends to propose Gouncil Conclusions on nutrition and physical activity, aiming
at promoting hedthy lifestyle behavioursaaossthe Lifecycle.

Foodstuffs

In the field of foodstuffs, the Presidency will contribute to the new legisldive initiatives
concerning Novel Foods and Cbning for Food Production.
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Competitiveness Council (COMPH)

The Conpetitiveness Council configuration was created in 2002, through the merging of
three previous configurations (Internal Market, Industry and Research), as a response to the
perceivedneed for a more coherent and better coordinated approach and management of
EU competitiveness matters. Depending on theitems on the agenda, the Coundl may
comprise the European Afairs Ministers, Industry Ministers, Resarch Ministers, or others. It
meets about five or sixtimesa year. During the Hellenic Presidency, the Gounal will meetin
February and May 2014.

Conpetitivenessis key in overcomig the economic crisis and ensiing rising unemplbyment
that Europe is being faced withover the last years. Reclaiming the European Sngle Market@
competitiveness is a necessary step towards providing new impetusto bring the European
economies back on track. The Hellenic Presidency will be pladng special focus on the
finandng of SVEs, thelocomotive of European growth and employment. Promoting research
and devdopment and innovation, as well as improving the legal market and consumer
framework will also beamong the Presidency@ priorities.

Gompetition Policy

In the areaof competition law, the Presidency will conclude the adoption of the Proposalfor
the Directive on certain rules governing actions for damages under national law for
infringements of the competition law provisions of the Member Staes and of the European
Union, through the trilogue with the EuropeanParliament and the European Gommisson.

Thislegislatve initiative on Actions for Damages under national law br infringements of the
competition law provisions of the Member Staes and of the EUis of major importance for
the proper functioning of the EUInternal Market, since it aims to faciitate private damages
actions brought before national courts, thereby enauring that both busneses and
consumers have a fair chance of obtaining compensatbn for losses caused by anti-
competitive behavior, regardlessof where they are tased in he EU.

Sngle Market

The 9ngle Market is one of the EUR main policy areas to tackle the cumrent economic crisis
and a key driver for growth and jobs. A properly functioning Sngle Market is a prerequisite
for economic growth and employment. However, twenty years after its creation, the Sngle
Market remains the greatest achievement of the BJ, but its potential is not fully tapped.
Removing the remaining barriers that hinder the integration of the Sngle Market to the
detriment of businesses, in particular SMEs, and consumers will be atop priority for the
HellenicPresidency. Onthe basisof the Sngle Market Actll, presented by the Commissionin
Ociober 2012, the Presicency will advance and finalize the work with a view to building a
highly competitive social market economy by boosting competitiveness and smart,
suskinable and inclusive growth, while providing protection and well-being to citizens,
consumers and employees. By taking stock of the experience gained from the
implementation of the Sngle Market Act I, the Presidency will pursue a well balanced
delivery of the Sngle Market Act Il proposalsproviding targible benefits to SMEs, citizens,
employees, consumersand the real economy.

To ensure the effective functioning of the Sngle Market, the Presidency will seek the proper
implementation of measues already adopted especially asregads the Services Directive. To
further develop the Sngle Market, the deepening of this Directive will be investigated. To
improve the governance of the Snge Market, the horizontal use of the Internal Market
Information Sysem will be promoted. Alsothe Hellenic Presidency intends to promote close
cooperation between QOMPET and other relevant Council formations to ensure the overall
coherence of policies and measuesrelated to the Sngle Market.
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Industrial Policy

Industrial policy and competitivenesshave been at the forefront of European initiatives on
structural reform that will boost economic growth and European competitiveness,
reinvigorate Europe@ productive base and enhance employment.

In this context, enhancing industrial competitiveness asa prerequisite for economic growth
and employment will be a key priority for the Presidency, in line with the EUflagship
initiative on industrial policy. Building upon the findings of the European Gompetitiveness
Reprt and relevant work promoted by the Lithuanian Presidency, the February
Gompetitiveness Council will provide policy directions inorder to support economic recovery
and make Europe a placeof production.

The Presidency will be closely following on the European Council Conclusions, monitoring
their implementation with a strong focus on both horizontal issues ¢suchas creation of a
business-friendly environment, improvement of accessto finance, bridging innovation and
market¢ as well as on the sectoral dimendgon of industry. In this context, the informal
Ministerial Competitiveness Council, which will be held in Athenson 12-13 May 2014, will
also be devoted to Industrial Policy, with a view to maintaining the momentum of the
ongoing dialogue in Euope.

Small and Medium-Szed Entreprises

Smalland Medium-Szed Enterprees (VIES) are at the cerntre of the Euopean economic
policy agenda, as their contribution to growth, employment and social coheson is
indisputable. Helping them realize their full potential is a major challenge, especially as 2014
will mark the starting point of the new Multiannual Financial Framework and of targeted
programmes, like the CGBME Programme for the Gompetitiveness of Entreprises and SMEs,
and the HORFON 2020 Programme that will allocate funds to innovative SMEs. Ensuring the
effective implementation of these programmes will be a top priority of the Hellenic
Presdency.

The Presidency will also contribute to the discus#on that has already been opened on a
renewed SME policy following the five-year anniversary from the adoption of the Small
BusinessAd (BA), focusing on acessto finance ¢ including through aternative sources ¢
reduction of administrative burden and fostering nnovative entrepreneurship.

Consimer Protection

In lne with the Trio Presidency priorities, the Hellenic Presidency remains dedicated to
promoting a high level of consumer protection while enhancing consumer confidencein the
singe market and reinforcing the internal market. To this end, the Presidency will seek
progress with a view to reach an agreement on the @nsumer Product Safety and Market
Qurveillance Regilations package.The packaye aims to enaure the saety of consumer
products, simplify market surveillance procedures and enhance cooperation of market
surveillance authorities.

The Preddency also expects to take forward discussbns regading the proposal for a
Directive on packagetravel and assised travel arrangements, seeking to update the existing
regulatory framework.

Smart Regulation

Thecreation of the right regulatory framework and the reduction of administrative burden is
particularly important in times of economic chalenges. The overall regulatory burden, in
particular for SMEs, should be reduced at both European and national levels. In this context
the Presdency will seek to ensure that the implementation of Smart Regulation initiatives
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creaes a favorable environment for the enterprises, in particular SVIEs, by enhancing
competitiveness and reducing compliance costs. Based on the experience gained when
implementing the initial burden reduction program of 25% arising from Euopean legislaton,
a new round of burden reduction will be pursued for all stakeholders both at European and
national levels.

Research and Innovation

Research and development, as well as innovation, congtitute important aspects of BHJ

competitiveness and indispensale levers for sustinable growth. The Hellenic Presidency
will work to enaure that the international dimenson of sdence, technology and innovation

remains an important element in the evolution of the European Research Area, which,

acording to the European Gouncil Conclusions, must be completed by 2014 and create a
genuinely common market for knowledge, research and innovation. In particular, efforts

shouldbe made to improve the mobility and career prospects of researches, the mobility of

graduate students and the attractivenessof Euope for foreign researchers. The Presidency

considers that closer interaction between member states and the European Gommisson, on

the one part, and the various sdentific stakeholders, on the other part, is a necessay tool

towards the enhancement of the ERA.Under the current difficult budgetary restrictions, all

expenseson Research, Development and Innovation shouldbe sufficient and effective, in

order to achieve aviable and long term development of the Europeaneconomy.

Investment in research,technology and innovation is akey driver of growth and innovative
ideasthat canbe turned into new marketable products and sewvicesand help create growth
and quality jobs. The Innovation Union is the B Qstrategy to turn Eirope into an
innovation-friendly environment, by enabling innovative ideas to be turned into products
and sewices that create growth and jobs. Under contemporary acute world competition,
promoting of Innovation is an utmost challenge for the European Union, as being the key
concept to getting sugainable development in Europe and facing great challenges as the
climatic change, the energy security, ufficiency of quality foodstuffs, hedth, demographic
ageing. Theaefore, the new EU policies on the Innovation Union should include all relevant
support measures and adions towards resdving long term issues and ako facing various
challenges resulting from economic growth.

The Presidency also welcomes the effort undertaken by the Eiuropean Gommisdon, in
collaboration with the OEM, to develop a Europe 2020 Innovation Indicator which is
expected to have important political consequences. However, we consider that, aiming to
make this indicator an efficient tool, further studies should be focused to W @turS Q
innovative potential for countries being for a long period in an deep economic recession,
whichshould rely on technology and innovation policiesfor recovery.

Regading the ways of increasng the innovation dynamic of the Medium Szed Entelprises,
the W/ h EQand the WORZONQProgrammes need to lift all impediments to a direct acess
to financing and investment. The Hellenic Presidency will encourage innovative dynamism at
a Euopeanscde.

The Preddency will seek to enaure that Worizon 2020QProgramme for Research and
Innovation is implemented form early 2014. Waérizon 2020CQcan play a decisive role for jobs
and growth and help create the European economy of the future. Horizon is the financial
instrument implementing the Innovation Union, the Europe 2020 flagship initiative aimed at
securing Europe® global competitiveness and driving to creae new growth and jobs in the
area.lt is also desighed to bring more good ideasto the market. The programme also seeks
to secure major investment in key technologies, bridging the gap between research and the
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market and promoting real commercial partnerships between member-states and the
private sectors.

Intellectual Property

Intellectual Property is closely linked to a competitive economy and a flourishing culture.
The Hellenic Presidency will make its best endeavors to achieve maxmum progressin this
field.

More specificdly, the Presdencywill focuson the completion of the initiatives pertaining to
copyright under the Digital Agenda for Europe, scheduled to take place in 2014. It will seek
to finalize the procedures required for the adoption of the Collective Rghts Management
Directive before the closure of Parliament for elecions inMay 2014.

Apart from completing pending initiatives, the Presidency will also seek to look into the
future of copyright. Greece intends to initiate disaussions on a new set of actions that could
potentially be taken to bring copyright in line with online and market developments, while
takinginto consideration the need to protect authors and right-holders, aswell asthe need
to enaure public access to knowledge and culture. The Presidency will be organizing a
Gonference in Athens on the subject, thus giving the opportunity to experts and
stalkeholders to assess the progress already achieved in the area and offer insight into
possble future actions and developmentsin the field.

Improving the patent system also remains a priority for the Hellenic Presidency. However,
given that the examination of details for the implementation of the unitary patent is under
way, and depending on the level of progressachieved by the Committees in that area, the
Presidency may inform the GompetitivenessGouncil of May 2014 on the state of play.

Greece recognizes the importance of trademarks as a means to strengthen the
competitiveness of businesseswithin the Shgle Market, thus contributing to economic
growth and the achievement of the Hirope 2020 Staegy@ goals. In this context, the
Presidency intends to finalize disaussbns on the Directive approximating national trade
mark laws, as well as forward the examination of the @mmunity Trade Mark Regulation in
order to achieve the broadest possble consenaus in both legislatve texts and proceed for
voting. The Regulation aims to significantly modify the structure of the Office for
Harmonization of the Internal Market and establish enhanced cooperation between the
Office and the national trade mark offices. The end goal is to develop a harmonized and
effective BU legidative framework on trademarks that will create a safe and friendly
environment for entrepreneurship.

Qustoms Union

In the field of Qustoms Union, the Hellenic Presidency will initiate discusions on the new
legislatve proposal for the amendment of Gouncil Regulation 515/97 on mutual assistace
between the administrative authorities of the Member Staeés ad cooperation between
Member Sates and the mmission. The amendment of the Regilation introduces the
obligation for public and private service providersto report to the Gommisgon information
regading containers' traffic. A relevant data base will be created and the Reglation
provides br issuesof legal base, data protection, data storage and access to data.
Furthermore, with the proposed amendment, Regilation 515/97 will be aligned with Lisbon
Treaty by the introduction of delegated acts.

The Hellenic Presdency will also focus on a legislatve proposal concerning cugoms
penalties. This proposal will address the problem that penalies may differ from one
Member Stae to another, even though they are imposed for identical violations of cugoms
legislaton. Thiscreates a situation whereindividuals engaged in illegal activitiesmay choose
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a Member Sate with the most liberal penalties (penalty shopping). Although the application
of sanctions/ penalties falls withinthe competence of Member Sates, this legidation will aim
at making customs sanctions/ penalties as uniform as possble. The purpose of this initiative
will be to achieve effective application of customs legislation through uniform definition and
gualification of violations and following the introduction of uniform sanctiond penalties to
endure that all businessesin the EUenjoy the same conditions.

Gompany Law

In the areaof company law, the Hellenic Presidency will seek to finalize negotiations on the
proposal for a Directive on the disclosure of non-financial information and diversity
information by large European companies and groups. Theaim of the Directive is to increase
the transparency and comparability of information on environmental, social, employment,
human rghts and anticorruption issies, thus enhancing the overall competitiveness ad
effectiveness of the Sngle Market. Country by country reporting is also included in this
Directive and thiswill further contribute to the fight against tax evasion.

The Presdency will also make every possible effort to formulate a consensis text on the
statute for a European Foundation. The activity of charitable foundations operating in EUis
of crucial importance for sectors such aseducation, provision of social sewices,
environmental protection. In many cas their actions go far beyond national borders.
Estalishing an BJ-level legal form of legalentity will go a long way towardsfadlitating their
work.

Public procurement

The Hellenic Presidency will focuson the importance of public administration modernization
in the field of public procurement, seeking in partialar the completion of procedures on the
proposed Directive on eledronic invoicing in public procurement. Moreover, concerning the
crucial public procurement package (in particular the cclasstalé Directive), the Hellenic
Presidency may arrange for meetings on relevant implementation.

Tednical Harmonization

In the field of technical harmonization, the Presdency will continue work on the Review of
the Internal Market Legislation, notably the Directives on Presaure Equipment, Radio
equipment and the Reallation smplifying the transfer of motor vehicles registered in
another member-state. The Presidency also aims at achieving an agreement within the
Gouncil on the proposal for a Regilation of the European Parliament and of the Gouncil
concerning type-approval requirements for the deployment of the eCall in-vehicle system
and amending Directive 2007/ 46/ EC.

Hnally, the Presdency will seek to achieve considerable progress on all other possble
proposalsthat may be presented by the Commisdon (revision of the Directive on Personal
Protective Equipment (PHE) 89/686/EHC the Directive 2000/9/EC relating to cableway
installationsand the GasAppliances Directive 2009/ 142/ EC).

Jace

The Presdency will work towards promoting &¢Sace surveillance and tracking support
*SSTb ¢s@ that the posshility of the trilogue with the BEuropeanParliament be finished.

The COPERNIGUSproject is afirst priority issue for the European Union, since it contains ESA
[European Space Agency] purchases as well as a project of satellited faunch for 2014-
éSentinelst. The Hellenic Presidency will probably prepare a W{té bf PlayQ at the
Competitiveness Gouncil in May 2014 and dso include the legislative proposal ¢Earth
Obsewation Satellite Data for Commercial Purposest.
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The Hellenic Presidency iswilling to put forward the issue of the GAppropriate relations
between the European Union and the European Sace Agencg/. The item dinternational
Yace Exporation Faum, Washington DC, January 2014-Follow-up to the European Gouncil
of Defense€ is going to be proposed by the Hellenic Presdency asa point of information for
the delggaions at the Competitiveness Gouncil on February 2014.

Tourism

In the field of tourism, the Presdency will focus on the initiative of the European
GCommission to set up an BU Straiegy on the dChallenges and Opportunities for Maritime and
Qoastal Tourism in the E €with the aim to promote sustainable economic growth and
enhance the overall competitivenessof the maritime and coastal tourism sector. In this
context, and in view of the upcoming Commisgon Communication, the Presidency will be
organizing a High-Level Conferenceon the subject.

This action will be aligned with the monitoring and the implementation of the European
GommissionQ @ommunication dEurope, the worldQ Blo 1 tourist destination ¢ a new political
framework for tourism in Euppe¢, as well as the promotion of the development of a
sustinable, responsble and high-quality tourism.

Finally, the Presdency wil give due attention to devdopments on the initiative of the
GCommission on the Euopean Tourism Quality Label.
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Transport, Telecommunications and Energy Council (TTE)

TheTransport, Telecommunications and Erergy (TTE) Goundl was also createdin 2002, so as
to enarre the effective coordination of palicy in these three vital and closely interconnected
policy areas. The CaincA f ddmpostion varies according to the items on the agenda
(Ministersfor Transport, Telecommunications or Energy).

The TTE Goundl®@ agenda has a very important role to play in the implementation of the
Europ2020 Srategy, through the achievement of a fully interconnected Eiurope across
borders and networks. Chief among theCouncA fpbdties during the HellenicPresidency will
be the completion of the Internal Enegy Market and the Digital Sngle Market and the
various initiatives launchedtowards that goal.

The Presidence Qpéemise is that the Internal Market is not an end in itself but a crucial
instrument and process to deliverthe aspirations of EuropS Criizens: economicgrowth, jobs,
sealre coverage of their basic needs at an affordable and competitive price, and sugainable
use of limited resources.

Given he importance of the TTECouncA fageeéda in the context of the Europe 2020 Srategy,
Greeceintends to hold five meetings of the Caindl, under its various compostions: two of
these meetings are scheduled to take place in March (Energy and Transport) and three in
Jure 2014. (Erergy, Tdecoms and Transport). Addtionally, the Presicency will hold three
Informal Meetings of the Gundl in Athens,in May, two in its Transport (one of thesewill be
only for maritime) and one in its Enggy Compostion (together with the Environment
Goundl).

TRANSPORT

As far as the horizontal issuesin the area of transport are concerned, the Presidency will
labour to conclude negotiations with the Ewopean Parliament on the Proposal for a
Directive on the deployment of alternative fuelsinfrastructure (in first reading agreement).

Aviation

In the areaof air transpart, the Hellenic Presdency will give priority to the proposal about
the introduction of noise related operating restrictions at Union airports, which appearsto
be mature enough for reaching an agreement with the European Parliament. Equal priority
will also be given to the proposal concerning the rights of passengers, where an agreement
within the Gouncil will be sought.

Depending on the availability of time, the Presicency will elaborate on other aviation files
which are pending, such asthe remaining acts of the dairport packagee (i.e. slots and
groundhandling) and (possibly) the least controversal part of the new proposal on the
Sngle European &y. Moreover, the Presidency will work on topics related to the Union's
aviation relations with third countries and international organizations. These actions wil
include, inter alia, the signing of the aviation agreement with Ukraine and (possbly) with
Brazl and the preparaion of the EUASAN Aviaion Simmit, to take place in Sngapore, in
February 2014.

Land Transport

As regards land transport, the Presidency will aim to reachan agreement within the Gouncil
on the proposal amending the Diredive laying down the maximum authorised dimengons
and weight in national and international traffic of certain road vehicles circulating within the
Community. The Presidency also intends to achieve an agreement within the Gouncil on the
proposalfor a Decisbn of the European Parliament and of the Council on the deployment of
the interoperable EUwide eCall.
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Although the time available to achieve our goalsfor the Council of March 2014 is short, the
Hellenic Presidency will focus its efforts to conclude agreements for the new ERA Regilation
and the Gouncil Regulation Shft2Rail.

After the Gouncil of March 2014, Greece will "open" the debate for the political section of
the 4th railway package.Our goal is to present a ProgessReprt (either for the proposalfor
Public Service Obligations or the proposalfor governance)in Gouncil of June 2014.

Maritime Transpolt

As a traditional maritime nation, Greece attributes particular significance to shipping and
enauring the impeccable operation of maritime transport. The Presicency intends to
promote all initiatives aiming at the fadlitation of maritime traffic within the EU internal
market for the enhancement of the competitiveness of European shipping. In this context,
the Hellenic Presidency will seek the adoption of initiatives aiming at the review of the
implementation of the European Maritime Transpat Strategyuntil 2018 and the emergence
of relevart initiatives tat could be undertaken, emphasiing the enhancement of the
competitiveness of the BUJ fleet and maritime cluster, the cooperation among the Member
Statesas well as the implementation of economies of scde for the development of new
modern intelligent systems for maritime transport (blue belt, e-maritime, coast guard
functions).

The Hellenic Presidency, perceiving the need for the creation of a more favourable
investment environment in ports, will seek the achievement of progressin the Gouncil with
regardto the proposal for a Regilation establishing aframework on market accessto port
sewices and financial transparency of ports. Given the fact that the aforementioned
legislatve proposal aims at a more effective and sustanable operation of the Trans-
European Tanspat Networks via the creation of an appropriate institutional framework for
the improvement of port performance, the Presidency will attribute particular significance
to the procedures within the Gouncil, aiming at the elaboration of a legisktive text which
will contribute to the enhancement of the growth, the smooth operation of the singe
market as well asthe creation of a stable environment in terms of a level playing field in
ports in collaboration with the Member Sates.

The enhancement of the implementation mechanisms and control of requirements for
marine equipment, the smplification of the relevant regulatory environment, aswell asthe
assrrance that the requirements of the International Maritime Organization will be
implemented ad realized in a harmonized manner by the Member Sttes, constitute a
priority of the Presdency, snce they are factors of major importance for the safdy of
navigation, thus affecting positively the protection of life at sea as well as the preservation
of the marine environment. Gonsequently, the Presdency will pursue an ageement with the
EuropeanParliament with regardto the Marine Equipment Directive.

TEIEOMMUNICATIONS

In the telecommunications sector, the Presidency will labour to promote all measues
conducive to the establishment of the Sngle Digital Market framework and the
implementation of the 68U roadmap for stability and developmS y" (i ® ¢

Top among the Hellenic Presidency@ priorities will be the promotion of the proposal br a
Regilation of the Euopean Parliament and of the Gouncil on electronic identification and
trust services for electronic transactions in the internal market (e-idas). The Hellenic
Presidency intends to help create an integrated cross-border and cioss-section EU legal
framework enauring sde, reliable ad user-friendly electronic transactions among
businesses, citizens and public services, that will be covering electronic identification,
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electronic identity verification and electronic signatures, thus increasig public and private
online services, e-businessand e-commerce in the EU.

Moreover, the Presidencywill seek to promote the Directive on measuresto reduce the cost
of deploying high-speed electronic communications networks. Folowing the reduction of
the Connecting Europe Fecility (CH), this proposal is an important initiative for promoting
investment in next generation networks, so asto acceerate the deployment of high speed
broadband networksand sgnificantly decrease is cost.

Equally high on the PresdS y O prieriies will be the EU GQ/bersecurity Strategy and the
proposalfor a Directive concerning measiuresto ensure a high common level of Network and
Information Security (NIS acioss the Union. The Directive aims at instituting a number of
measues to be observed by both the public and the private sector involved in critical
infrastructure services (energy, transport and information society), so as to improve
internet, public and private networks and information systems security, increase Member
Statesreadiness and mutual cooperation, particularly in the areasof risk management and
incidence reporting to the competent national authorities.

In paralel, the Hellenic Presidency will strive to promote the proposal for a Regulation creating
a singe telecoms market, acaording to the recent dedsion of the European Gouncil taking into
consideration its nature of "legidative package", the application of which will change the map
of Telecommunications throughout the BJ, modifying three BJ Dirediives and two BJ
Reyulations.

Other important files such as the Directive on the acassiility of public sector bodiesQ
websites will also be part of the Presidency's work programme. The aforementioned

Directive will set a framework of principles and techniques on the accessbility of public

sector bodiea Websdtes. The aim of the Directive is the convergence of legslative, regulatory

and administrative provisions of Member Sates and their harmonization at EUlevel, so that

public websitS Actntent becames accessble to every EU citizen. Particular emphasis will

alsobe placedon improving the aacessibilty of people with disabilitiesand the elderly.

On satllite isaues, the Presidency will place particular emphasis upon the international
relations and the common minimum standards on the rules for access to the Public Regulaed
Service (PRS provided by the GNSSunder the Gdileo Programme.

ENRGY

In the enemy sector, the priorities of the Hellenic Presidency are largely determined by two
landmark dates for the development of the EUenergy strategy, namely the 2014 deadline
set for completing the Internal Eneggy Market and the 2015 deadine by which no Member
State should remain isolated from EuropS<gas and electricity networks. The Hellenic
Presidency intends to take a stocktaking of progress on both goals at the dune Enegy
Gouncil.

Gonvinced that the level of public participation and satisfacion is one of the key drivers for
the sucessil completion of the Internal Market, the Presidency will endeavor to highlight
actions needed to extend the benefits of the integrated market throughout the EU,bridging
the gaps between Member Staes and making the internal market relevant for remote,
insular and peripheral regions and by stepping up the role and rights of consumers, ncluding
the most vulnerable, to ensure that they can participate and gain from the servicesof the
Internal Market.

Folowing the successful adoption of the first list of infrastructure projects of common
interest (PCl)that will contribute to the 2015 deadine for the interconnected market, their
implementation will need to be effectively monitored. Meeting the deadlineswill need a
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constant political push. ThePresdency intends to take a stocktaking of progress achieved at
the uine Enegy Council.

TheHellenic Presidency will seek to move forwardthe 9 | ©n&rgy and climate policiespost
2020. Thetimely establishment of a 2030 framework is vital in order to provide investors
with certainty regarding the objectives and policies which will be in effect, to mobilize
funding and enwure that the corresponding research and innovation is undertaken to
support the new goals. The March Energy Gouncil meeting is scheduled to adopt Conclusions
on the basisof the CommA a a AGavnwyhhiation on 6A 2030 Framework for dimate and
Enepgy Pdiciest.

Moreover, in view of the 2015 International dimate Change Ageement, delineating a clear
position will validate 1 KS  adflity @dengage actively with partners and assime a
prominent and constructive role in the process. The Presidency@ approachwill be pragmatic
in determining the type, nature and level of the 2030 targets, thus enabling the EUto meet
its longterm climate goals, while taking into account the on-going economic crisis, he
varying cgpacities of the Member States and the concerns of households regarding the
affordability of energy, aswell asbusinesscompetitiveness.

The Hellenic Presdency aso intends to build on the work already achieved during the
Lithuanian Presdency and start eady reflection discussbons on shifting the debate from
targets to instruments (energy efficiency, stronger ETS)of like effect. The Presidency will
labour to get important input during the March Energy Gouncil on the way to the March
EuropeanCouncil.

Progress towards a more sustainable energy system and maintaining secure supplies at the
lowest possble cost goes hand in hand with a liberalized and integrated energy market
cgpable of mobilizing and allocating investment efficiently. In line with the February 2011
and May 2013 Euopean @uncil Gonclusions, Greece plaes a high priority on the
implementation of the Action Pan for the completion of the Internal Market by 2014.
Depending on its submission date, the Presidency intends to disauss the Commissior@
Progress Rport on the implementation process, in one of the Enegy GCouncil meetings
during its Presidency, and work with the Gommission on identifying the issueswhich need to
be tackled urgently in order to complete the internalenergy market.

Moreover, the Presidency intends to place particular priority on promoting actions and
exchangng best practice to enable consumers to fully benefit and exercee their rights and
choicesand on ensuring that vulnerable consumers are adequately protected. In this respect
the Presidency will prioritize the importance of energy efficiency improvements as a cost-
effective form of assstance in addressng consumer vulnerability and energy poverty.

Transport, Telecommunications & Energy Council 45






